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Face to Face is about personal relationships. Everyone talks as though they want one,
but most of us are missing the strategies to live with this intimacy, especially with God.
This book is an invitation to explore the "ah-ha" moments of a theologian who believes
that theology should be practical and speak to where we live. Drawing from years of
study in theology, biblical studies, counseling, and addiction therapy, this book is a
creative conversation about what is missing in our most important element in life--our
relationships. Its simplicity does not diminish its depth in penetrating some of the most
complex questions of our age.
Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow
me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to
life.” John 8:12, NLT Following Jesus: An Approach to Christian Spirituality provides a
basis for understanding how the Lordship of Christ is the essential criterion for
determining how Christianity functions as a relational experience with God. With that
relational experience, for the believer in Christ, being the product of supernatural
experience with the Holy Spirit. The book functions as an organizing tool to be used for
a conscientious inquiry into how a Christian worldview operates in four relational
categories of experience. With these relational categories act as a basis for
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understanding how our choices affect our lives, and our futures, both now and in life,
and eternally, and how it is that God loves us and will give our lives the meaning and
purpose that we all long for.
Since time immemorial, women have been the most consistently and universally
abused people group on Planet Earth, as men in virtually every human culture have
systematically, unrelentingly, and often violently dominated women . Unfortunately
women of faith have also been virtually bound in chains of submission and gagged by
demands for silence since the end of the apostolic era. God and Women brings serious
biblical and historical scholarship to bear on the role of women in family, society, and
church in an analysis of God's original intentions for women and for men at the moment
when he created humanity. Whether you are a woman or a man, this book and the
other volumes in this series will literally set you free, challenging you to think and to act
on divine truths from the Hebraic foundations of your faith. You will clearly see God's
original design and intent for women, and you will start tearing down prison walls that
have deprived half of God's children of the freedom to pursue his gifts and calling in the
family, in the society, and especially in the community of faith.
A call for a new understanding of apologetics, moving away from appeals to trancultural rationality, arguing for a new form of cross-cultural dialogue.
Work. For some this word represents drudgery and the mundane. For others work is an
idol to be served. If you find yourself anywhere on the spectrum from workaholic to
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weekend warrior, it’s time to bridge the gap between Sunday worship and Monday
work. Striking a balance between theological depth and practical counsel, Tom Nelson
outlines God’s purposes for work in a way that helps us to make the most of our
vocation and to join God in his work in the world. Discover a new perspective on work
that will transform your workday and make the majority of your waking hours matter, not
only now, but for eternity.
Evangelical theology strives to be evangelical, conservative, and contemporary. In a
world in which everyone is "Christian," evangelical theology provides a balanced
position between fundamentalism and liberalism. While theological debates within the
family will occur, to be evangelical is a breath of fresh air for many. However, we do not
live in such a world. We do find ourselves living in a secular, global society. It is secular
because no religious organization dictates how we live our lives. It is global for at least
two reasons. First, our technology brings us immediately in contact with those faraway
places. Second, and of more importance, we can simply step outside our front doors
and encounter our neighborhoods that reflect a global pluralism. This raises the
question, how shall we then live? The intent of An Evangelical Theology of Religions is
to suggest a direction for evangelicals to think about the secular, global society in which
they live in a way that is not only conservative but also evangelical and contemporary.
The final essay strives to address the evangelical aspect of our tradition that places an
emphasis on the Great Commission and the law of love.
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Encouragement for students to reflect on the nature and task of ministry in the 21st
century and to seek education to equip them for ministry.
Creative Ways to Build Christian Community is exactly what its title says it is: a very
personal, practical response to the present and future prospect of isolation, a treasure
trove of examples and suggestions about how to accomplish the Great Commission
from community builders telling how, over the years and the ministries, they have
implemented creative ways to build up churches and organizations to develop more
intensive Christian fellowship and, thereby, create community. --Dr. William David
Spencer
Created for CommunityConnecting Christian Belief with Christian LivingBaker Academic
A joint publication between CCAR Press and Brigham Young University. Interfaith dialogues of
understanding are valuable both for challenging individuals to articulate their beliefs and
practices in a careful way and for deepening connections between people of different faiths.
The Jewish and Latter-day Saint communities have at times been at odds, yet they share a
number of significant historical and communal bonds. Understanding Covenants and
Communities comes out of the Jewish--Latter-day Saint Academic Dialogue Project, a
groundbreaking interfaith encounter between these two religious communities. The fruit of five
conferences held semiannually since 2016, the volume addresses such themes as theological
foundations, sacred scriptures, lived experience and worship, and culture and politics. Readers
will emerge with a deeper understanding of the Jewish and Latter-day Saint traditions and how
the two faith communities can engage in a meaningful dialogue.
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Postmodernism has been both heralded and hated, accepted and denounced. But which is the
proper response? Is it an impetus to spiritual revival or an invitation to sinister deception?
Carmen C. DiCello points out that Christians must examine everything carefully; hold fast to
that which is good (1 Thessalonians 5:21) while remaining alert to potential hazards. Steering
clear of extremes, this book offers an approach to postmodernism in which believers can justly
resist its darker elements while embracing its more noble ones. Postmodernism is best seen
as a 'Dangerous Blessing.'
Women comprise at least half the world, and usually more than half the church, but so often
Christian teaching to women either fails to move beyond a discussion of roles or assumes a
particular economic situation or stage of life. This all but shuts women out from contributing to
God’s kingdom as they were designed to do. Furthermore, the plight of women in the Majority
World demands a Christian response, a holistic embrace of all that God calls women and men
to be in his world. The loudest voices speaking into women’s lives in the twenty-first century
thus far come from either fundamentalist Islam or radical feminism. And neither can be allowed
to carry the day. The Bible contains the highest possible view of women and invests women’s
lives with cosmic significance regardless of their age, stage of life, social status, or culture.
Carolyn Custis James unpacks three transformative themes the Bible presents to women that
raise the bar for women and calls them to join their brothers in advancing God’s gracious
kingdom on earth. These new images of what can be in Christ free women to embrace the life
God gives them, no matter what happens. Carolyn encourages readers with a positive,
kingdom approach to the changes, challenges, and opportunities facing women throughout the
world today.
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The church in the Western world is largely faltering in its spiritual and missional vitality.
There’s a crisis of piety—or the devout life—heartfelt devotion to Christ and his cause. The
Pietist movement of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries grew into a revolutionary torrent
of spiritual renewal that influenced the Moravians, the Methodists, the great awakenings, and
global evangelicalism as we know it today. The Devout Life explores and expands on ten key
features of Pietism to plunge the depths of spiritual renewal for today.
The development of meaningful relationships, where every member carries a significant sense
of belonging, is central to what it means to be the church. So why do many Christians feel
disappointed and disillusioned with their efforts to experience authentic community? Despite
the best efforts of pastors, small group leaders, and faithful lay persons, church too often is a
place of loneliness rather than connection. In this revised and updated version of his bestselling book, Randy Frazee shows us how church can be so much...better. More intimate and
alive. The answer may seem radical today, but it was a central component of life in the early
church. First-century Christians knew what it meant to live in vital community with one another,
relating with a depth and commitment that made "the body of Christ" a perfect metaphor for the
church. What would it take to reclaim that kind of love, joy, support, and dynamic spiritual
growth? Read this book and find out.
Trends and skills for those who offer pastoral care Christian pastoral care has changed a great
deal in the past few decades in response to many factors in our rapidly changing world. In part
1 of Nurturing Hope, Lynne Baab discusses seven trends in pastoral care--shifts in who
delivers pastoral care, the attitudes and commitments that undergird pastoral care, and
societal trends that are shaping pastoral care today. She illustrates them with stories from
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diverse congregations where Christian caregivers are meeting those challenges in creative and
exciting ways. In the second half of the book, Baab presents four practical, doable, energizing
skills needed by pastoral carers in our time. Focusing on skills that help carers nurture
connections between everyday life and Christian faith, she explores the need for carers to
understand common stressors, listen, pray with others, and nurture their personal resilience.
Grounded in an understanding of God as the true caregiver and healer, the author offers tips
for readers who are training other pastoral carers or developing their own understanding and
skills. Each chapter ends with discussion and reflection questions, making the book helpful for
groups. Lynne Baab brings readers hope for their caring role and for their own spiritual journey.
Americans are frustrated with prisons. They recognize the need for these institutions, but at the
same time, they worry about whether the money used to build and maintain them is well spent.
Older prisons are dirty, disgusting, and dangerous, but even newer facilities come up lacking in
terms of offering inmates opportunities to take responsibility for their crimes, support their loved
ones, further their education, learn job skills, and develop positive relationships in healthy,
safe, respectful communities. This book provides insight into the philosophy of restorative
justice, which aims to develop ways we can manage our prisons differently to achieve more
positive outcomes. Using the case study of an honor dorm in a maximum security prison, the
book posits that most of the inmates never learned the basic tools for living life productively
and responsibly. They never thought much about their victims or how their actions affected
others. They never learned how to get along with others, pick up after themselves, or how to
be of service to their fellow man. Swanson uses the writings and reflections of inmates
participating in a restorative justice program to demonstrate the challenges and transformative
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possibilities of this alternative approach to rehabilitation.

This book reconstructs the legacy of Korean minjung theology by reformulating
its essential ideas in a dialogue with process thought. In a minimal sense, this
study is a theological reinterpretation of the doctrine of the minjung messiah, an
idea which historically suffered from a misunderstanding that minjung theology
created a 'messianic confusion' while replacing christology and soteriology by a
radical anthropology. This erroneous conception occurred when the idea was
placed within the philosophically dualistic framework of traditional doctrines in
which the work of minjung is totally separated from the work of Christ. In order to
avoid such a dualistic understanding, the author critically adopts process
panentheism and makes minjung ideas more communicable and more
comprehensive in current theological, religious, and philosophical debates.
Beyond defending the idea of the minjung messiah, he also argues for an
inclusive minjung hermeneutics that promotes the fundamental insight of minjung
theology, in philosophical clarity. Through minjung hermeneutics, minjung
theology expands its practical concern and overcomes the theoretical nihilism in
postmodern studies.
In today's increasingly competitive and insecure economic environment, we often
question the reason for work: why am I doing this? Why is it so hard? And what
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can I do about it? Work may seem just a means to an end: we do it to earn the
money to enjoy life outside the workplace. Here, Timothy Keller argues that
God's plan is radically more ambitious: he actually created us to work. We are to
work together to make the world a better place, to help each other, and so to find
purpose for our lives. Our faith should enhance our work, and our work should
develop our faith.With deep insight, Timothy Keller draws on essential and
relevant biblical wisdom to address our questions about work. There is grace
available if we have taken the wrong attitude, idolising money and using our
careers to glorify ourselves rather than God. This book provides the foundations
for a work-life balance where we can thrive both personally and professionally.
Keller shows how through excellence, integrity, discipline, creativity and passion
in the workplace we can impact society for good.Developing a better attitude to
work releases us to serve others humbly, to worship God everyday, and leaves
us deeply fulfilled.
Everyone, both young and old, can relate to the everyday struggles that the world
brings. Oftentimes, we look for ways to change our circumstances rather than
looking to the One who is the source of life, Jesus. This 21-day devotional offers
insight into some of Pastor Vincent’s experiences in his journey of faith and the
Word. Get ready to ‘Rise’ in faith!
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Accurate and reliable biographical information essential to anyone interested in
the world of literature TheInternational Who's Who of Authors and Writersoffers
invaluable information on the personalities and organizations of the literary world,
including many up-and-coming writers as well as established names. With over
8,000 entries, this updated edition features: * Concise biographical information on
novelists, authors, playwrights, columnists, journalists, editors, and critics *
Biographical details of established writers as well as those who have recently
risen to prominence * Entries detailing career, works published, literary awards
and prizes, membership, and contact addresses where available * An extensive
listing of major international literary awards and prizes, and winners of those
prizes * A directory of major literary organizations and literary agents * A listing of
members of the American Academy of Arts and Letters
This revised edition of a classic college-level introduction to theology presents
the core doctrines of the Christian faith, encouraging readers to connect belief
with everyday life. Stanley Grenz, one of the leading evangelical scholars of his
era, and Jay Smith, an expert on Grenz's theological legacy, construct a helpful
theology that is biblical, historical, and contemporary. The third edition includes a
foreword by John Franke, a new preface and afterword, resources for further
study, and updated footnotes. The book's easy-to-use format includes end-ofPage 10/20
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chapter discussion questions and connects theological concepts with current
cultural examples.
Socio-Historical Examination of Religion and Ministry (SHERM journal) is a
biannual, not-for-profit, free peer-reviewed academic journal that publishes the
latest social-scientific, historiographic, and ecclesiastic research on religious
institutions and their ministerial practices. SHERM is dedicated to the critical and
scholarly inquiry of historical and contemporary religious phenomena, both from
within particular religious traditions and across cultural boundaries, so as to
inform the broader socio-historical analysis of religion and its related fields of
study. The purpose of SHERM is to provide a scholarly medium for the socialscientific study of religion where specialists can publish advanced studies on
religious trends, theologies, rituals, philosophies, socio-political influences, or
experimental and applied ministry research in the hopes of generating
enthusiasm for the vocational and academic study of religion while fostering
collegiality among religious specialists. Its mission is to provide academics,
professionals, and nonspecialists with critical reflections and evidence-based
insights into the socio-historical study of religion and, where appropriate, its
implications for ministry and expressions of religiosity.
Welcome to the neighborhood of your dreams. Here you'll find great friends. Help
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and encouragement. Shared meals and resources. Family gatherings. These
pages present a parade of homes like you've never imagined . . . neighborhoods,
farms, apartments, and houses in which Christians are discovering the key to
contentment in community. It's nothing new. Community was God's idea in the
garden. Sure, it was twisted by the fall, but the early church's example of healthy
community is being re-experienced by many believers today. Maybe you're
considering a move to an intentional community. Or maybe you want to develop
deeper friendships and commitment without going anywhere at all. Then read on.
These people can lead you to the next step, through engaging stories of
brokenness, joyful surrender, creative awakenings, and simple childlikeness.
Enjoy this colorful tour of some of the most alive and authentic communities in
America today. This could be the most satisfying journey home that you have
ever taken.
A study of the early Christian church in the Mediterranean region and its
emphasis on collective good over individual desire clarifies much about what is
wrong with the American church today.
Philosophically Thinking about World Religions is different from other works in the discipline
today. It deviates from the typical approaches used for the study of world religions. Its goal is to
engage readers in thinking hard about world religions, not about the data surrounding those
Page 12/20

Acces PDF Created For Community Connecting Christian Belief With
Christian Living
traditions. By focusing on philosophical questions, each reader should be challenged to do
their own investigations that may reveal the heart of these traditions. Another stance that this
project takes that distinguishes it from other texts in the discipline is that it advocates an
inclusivist perspective regarding the world religions. Pluralism, which is the predominate
assumption today, ends either in contradiction or in the development of a metatheory that
dismisses crucial distinctions between the various traditions or eliminates some ancient
religions because they do not fit the metatheory. By taking an open inclusivist approach, all
religious traditions may engage at the table of dialogue. The final essay is about justice and
social affairs. While that discussion is couched within the context of a particular tradition, each
religious tradition must have the discussion. But it must be more than an intrareligious
dialogue; it must become an interreligious dialogue.
Makes theology accessible to a wider audience, introducing readers to the core doctrines of
the Christian faith and encouraging them to connect belief with everyday life.
Loneliness is an epidemic right now, but it doesn't have to be that way. The Turquoise Table is
Kristin Schell's invitation to you to connect with your neighbors and build friendships. Featured
in Southern Living, Good Housekeeping, and the TODAY Show, Kristin introduces a new way
to look at hospitality. Desperate for a way to slow down and connect, Kristin put an ordinary
picnic table in her front yard, painted it turquoise, and began inviting friends and neighbors to
join her. Life changed in her community, and it can change in yours too. Alongside personal
and heartwarming stories, Kristin gives you: Stress-free ideas for kick-starting your own
Turquoise Table Simple recipes to take outside and share with others Stories from people
using Turquoise Tables in their neighborhoods Encouragement to overcome barriers that keep
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you from connecting This gorgeous book, with vibrant photography, invites you to make a
difference right where you live. The beautiful design makes it ideal to give to a friend or to keep
for yourself. Community and friendship are waiting just outside your front door.
The nature and story of the Christian church is immensely important to theology students and
scholars alike. Written by an international team of distinguished scholars, this comprehensive
book introduces students to the fundamental historical, systematic, moral and ecclesiological
aspects of the study of the church, as well as serving as a resource for scholars engaging in
ecclesiological debates on a wide variety of issues. It divides into six parts: the church in its
historical context the different denominational traditions global perspectives methods and
debates in ecclesiology key concepts and themes ecclesiology and other disciplines: social
sciences, philosophy, literature and film. Authoritative, accessible and easily navigable, this
book is indispensable for everyone interested in the nature and history of the Christian Church.
At its simplest, Mission Strategy is about aligning the what, who, how and when with God’s
why. Learn to implement Mission Strategy in your community of faith! Church and community
relevance and vitality depends on leaders who see their situation through the lens of Mission
Strategy. At its simplest, Mission Strategy is about aligning the what, who, how and when with
God’s why. The authors have lived Mission Strategy in a variety of bold ways and have helped
others do the same. In doing so, they have created vitality in existing congregations and in
newly formed clusters of churches. They have helped create zones of innovation and new
ministry development. The sky is the limit when pastors, church leaders and laity in local
churches begin emphasizing mission strategy in their conferences, regions, neighborhoods
and churches.
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Teens and emerging adults don't feel at home in the church because they are not fully included
in the church body. How can congregations nurture young adults, welcome them as siblings
into God's household, and empower them to become fully embedded contributors within and to
their faith community? Integrating the latest research on adolescent faith and young adult
ministry for the local church, this book presents a new way of thinking about youth ministry.
Chap Clark offers today's youth leaders highly practical principles based on his extensive
experience, showing how they can implement a sustainable youth ministry program in their
local church. He presents the adoptive youth ministry model as a way to help congregations
see youth ministry as a bridge to inclusion, participation, and contribution in the body of Christ.
Clark's comprehensive plan for designing and implementing youth ministry shows churches
how to intentionally welcome young people and create an environment where they belong.
This comprehensive theory and practice of Christian spiritual formation weaves together
biblical and theological foundations with interdisciplinary scholarship, real-world examples,
personal vignettes, and practical tools to assist readers in becoming whole persons in
relationship with God and others.
Stanley J. Grenz masterfully leads readers into a theological engagement with moral inquiry
that is a first-rate introduction to Christian ethics.

The church in the United States faces a dilemma: How is it possible for Christ's
followers to worship faithfully in a nationalistic environment where religion and
politics enjoy a vigorous affiliation while the separation of church and state is
celebrated as the standard for the relationship between nation and faith? When
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nationalism propagates itself through a cross-pollination of the stories, symbols,
and celebrations of the nation-state and religious groups, the stage is set for a
national history bearing the character of sanctified legend. Such resulting civil
religious activity is likely to create dissonance for Christ's followers between what
they understand to be biblically faithful and what nationalistic practices may
endorse as religiously valid. Worship Beyond Nationalism explores faithful
worship as a political act by which Christians declare their allegiance to God in
Christ rather than to worldly empires, enabling congregations to enact the reality
of God's kingdom and embody the gospel for the glory of God and for the sake of
the world.
After the birth of the Protestant ecumenical movement in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, and following the first great wave of universal Christian
ecumenism in the 1960s and 1970s after the Second Vatican Council, prominent
theologians of nearly every ecclesial tradition charted new territory in the last
decades of the twentieth century. They crossed boundaries within their own
ecclesial traditions and built bridges to other Christian churches--churches that
were once excluded from fellowship. In the development of these new programs
of ecumenical theology, the theologians redefined their own confessional
identities and, in many cases, crossed the liberal-conservative divide within their
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own traditions. This volume introduces this fascinating dynamic of theological
mediation, redefinition, and generosity. It shows how the ecumenical impulses,
which were directed outwardly to other traditions, had reflexive effects inwardly.
Working in the realms of both historical and systematic theology, the essays in
this volume provide a critical analysis of the history of this general theological
sentiment and offer an outlook for its future. Contributors Brian D. McLaren,
Foreword Paul Silas Peterson, Introduction Part One: Ecumenical reform
theologies Andrew Meszaros, Yves Congar: The Birth of "Catholic Ecumenism"
Matthew L. Becker, Edmund Schlink: Ecumenical Theology Dorothea Sattler,
Otto Hermann Pesch: Ecumenical Scholasticism Ronald T. Michener, George
Lindbeck: Ecumenical Unity through Ecclesial Particularity Nikolaos Asproulis,
John D. Zizioulas: A Pioneer of Ecumenical Dialogue and Christian Unity Part
Two: Overcoming liberal-conservative polarities Ben Fulford, Hans Frei: Beyond
Liberal and Conservative Friederike Nussel, Wolfhart Pannenberg: Liberal
Orthodoxy Jay T. Smith, Stanley J. Grenz: The Evangelical Turn to Postliberal
Theological Method Part Three: Boundary crossings in philosophical, systematic
and ethical theology William E. Myatt, David Tracy: Difference, Unity, and the
Analogical Imagination Christophe Chalamet, Robert Jenson: God's Way and the
Ways of the Church Victoria Lorrimar, Stanley Hauerwas: Witnessing
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Communities of Character Christine M. Helmer, Marilyn McCord Adams:
Philosophy, Theology, and Prayer Part Four: Ecumenical theology today
Wolfgang Vonday, Pentecostalism and Christian Orthodoxy: Revision, Revival,
and Renewal Johanna Rahner, Shifting Paradigms - Future Ecumenical
Challenges Michael Amaladoss, Theology today in India: Ecumenical or
interreligious? Bernd Oberdorfer, Next Steps - and Visions? Lutheran
Perspectives on Doctrinal Ecumenism
In a world addicted to headlines and sound bites, where technology has taught
us how to say more with less —Jarrett Stevens, a popular pastor and speaker,
helps readers understand the deep meaning of their own story, written within the
Story of God. And all in just Four Small Words. When it comes to a story as
theologically thick and rich with history, metaphor, and meaning, as the Bible, the
thought of trying to understand or communicate that story can be overwhelming.
However, Stevens believes the essence of the Story of God can be understood,
applied, and shared in just four small words. Of. Between. With. In. Using a
simple, fresh, and memorable approach to the good news of God’s story, Four
Small Words not only gives us a better framework for the Bible, but for our
everyday lives. Seeing God’s big story through these small words allows it to
sink deeper into our own lives and to be shared with others in a way that is more
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memorable and less intimidating.
This practical guide takes pastors and leaders from conception to implementation
of a small-group ministry.
Like falling in love, this book argues that a relationship with God begins with
surprise, proceeds with discovery, and shapes a life that comes to share a story
of love. This book does not describe God, but pursues the nature of personally
relating with the triune God. Consequently, it also engages how we relate with
humans made in God's image. We finish the Face-to-Face series with this most
mysterious and fulfilling encounter--a personal engagement with the Relational
God, known as a community of persons who invite us to share in their life.
David Anderson and Margarita Cabellon bring together an experienced team of
practitioners to share best practices for multicultural ministry. Drawing on the
pioneering expertise of Bridgeway Community Church and BridgeLeader
Network, the contributors present a holistic and multifaceted portrait of what a
dynamic, grace-filled and diverse ministry can look like in your church.
What role does the Christian community play in the process of growing in
Christian maturity? This book argues that in Pauline theology the redeemed
community is a necessary means for the progressive sanctification of the
individual believer, an idea that is largely misunderstood in parts of the Western
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church. It evaluates foundational theological considerations traditionally omitted
from sanctification studies and places them within the context of Pauline
theology. Included are the missiological nature of holiness, the initiatory character
of God, the creation of the new humanity as reflecting the image of God, and the
impact upon the church resulting from the radical redefinition by Christ of the
cultural symbols surrounding the Jewish temple system. This book offers a
corrective to the individualized approach to Christian growth: For Paul, the focus
of God's transformative activity culminates with the community rather than the
individual, the goal of which is to reveal God's glory to the broader creation.
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