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A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF 2020 "In this superbly articulate cri de coeur, Safina gives us a new way of looking at the natural
world that is radically different."—The Washington Post New York Times bestselling author Carl Safina brings readers close to three nonhuman cultures—what they do, why they do it, and how life is for them. A New York Times Notable Books of 2020 Some believe that culture is
strictly a human phenomenon. But this book reveals cultures of other-than-human beings in some of Earth’s remaining wild places. It shows
how if you’re a sperm whale, a scarlet macaw, or a chimpanzee, you too come to understand yourself as an individual within a particular
community that does things in specific ways, that has traditions. Alongside genes, culture is a second form of inheritance, passed through
generations as pools of learned knowledge. As situations change, social learning—culture—allows behaviors to adjust much faster than genes
can adapt. Becoming Wild brings readers into intimate proximity with various nonhuman individuals in their free-living communities. It
presents a revelatory account of how animals function beyond our usual view. Safina shows that for non-humans and humans alike, culture
comprises the answers to the question, “How do we live here?” It unites individuals within a group identity. But cultural groups often seek to
avoid, or even be hostile toward, other factions. By showing that this is true across species, Safina illuminates why human cultural tensions
remain maddeningly intractable despite the arbitrariness of many of our differences. Becoming Wild takes readers behind the curtain of life on
Earth, to witness from a new vantage point the most world-saving of perceptions: how we are all connected.
Women’s physiology evolved to aid reproduction, not to reduce disease. Any trait—however detrimental to post-reproductive health—is
preserved in the next generation if it increases the chances of having offspring who will survive and reproduce. For this reason, the author
argues, many common diseases are especially difficult for women to prevent.
An exploration of the fundamentals of biological evolution and of the progressions of cultural evolution sheds light on human sexuality,
feminism, family structure and function, aggression, and other social and cultural phenomena
"Human beings are important, especially to themselves! But as science advances, it has become increasingly clear that we are less special
and more natural than many people have long believed. This book shows how, as we finally look at ourselves honestly and accurately, we
can identify ourselves as wonderfully natural, inseparable from the universe and other living things"-Economics is traditionally taken to be the social science concerned with the production, consumption, exchange, and distribution of wealth
and commodities. Economists carefully track the comings and goings of the human household, whether written small (microeconomics) or
large (macroeconomics) and attempt to predict future patterns under different situations. However, in constructing their models of economic
behavior, economists often lose sight of the actual characteristics and motivations of their human subjects. In consequence, they have found
the goal of an explanatory and predictive science to be elusive. Economics as an Evolutionary Science reorients economics toward a more
direct appreciation of human nature, with an emphasis on what we have learned from recent advances in evolutionary science. The authors
integrate economics and evolution to produce a social science that is rigorous, internally coherent, testable, and consistent with the natural
sciences. The authors suggest an expanded definition of "fitness," as in Darwin's survival of the fittest, emphasizing not only the importance
of reproduction and the quality of offspring, but also the unique ability of humans to provide material wealth to their children. The book offers a
coherent explanation for the recent decline in fertility, which is shown to be consistent with the evolutionary goal of maximizing genetic
success. In addition, the authors demonstrate the relevance to economics of several core concepts derived from biologists, including the
genetics of parent-offspring conflict, inclusive fitness theory, and the phenomena of R-selection and K-selection. The keystone of their
presentation is a cogent critique of the traditional concept of "utility." As the authors demonstrate, the concept can be modified to reflect the
fundamental evolutionary principle whereby living things-including human beings-have been selected to behave in a manner that maximizes
their genetic representation in future generations. Despite the extraordinary interest in applying evolutionary biology to other disciplines,
Economics as an Evolutionary Science marks the first major attempt at a synthesis of biology and economics. Scholarly yet accessible, this
volume offers unique and original perspectives on an entire discipline.
If we are, in part, a product of our genes, can free will exist? Incisive and engaging, this indispensable tour of evolutionary biology runs the
gamut of contemporary debates, from science and religion to our place in the universe....
The thoroughly updated Fourth Edition of the gold standard text explores historical and current topics in today’s rapidly changing world to
provide a comprehensive introduction to peace and conflict studies. Authors David P. Barash and Charles P. Webel offer an insightful
analysis of 21st-century global affairs, including such timely topics as ISIS, the nature of violence and nonviolence, cutting-edge military
technologies, the Terrorism and Global Peace Indexes, and the latest developments in Iran, North Korea, and Syria. Comprehensive yet
written in a student-friendly and accessible style, the text represents a commitment to inspire readers to create a better world through an
understanding of what has happened and what is happening, and therefore what is likely to take place in the future.
A lighthearted survey of monogamy and its variations across the animal kingdom challenges the notion that monogamy occurs naturally,
profiling examples of animal infidelity and the instincts behind animal sexual behavior. Reprint. 15,000 first printing.

A brilliant inquiry into the origins of human nature from the author of Rationality, The Better Angels of Our Nature, and
Enlightenment Now. "Sweeping, erudite, sharply argued, and fun to read..also highly persuasive." --Time Updated with a
new afterword One of the world's leading experts on language and the mind explores the idea of human nature and its
moral, emotional, and political colorings. With characteristic wit, lucidity, and insight, Pinker argues that the dogma that
the mind has no innate traits-a doctrine held by many intellectuals during the past century-denies our common humanity
and our individual preferences, replaces objective analyses of social problems with feel-good slogans, and distorts our
understanding of politics, violence, parenting, and the arts. Injecting calm and rationality into debates that are notorious
for ax-grinding and mud-slinging, Pinker shows the importance of an honest acknowledgment of human nature based on
science and common sense.
To most biologists, sociobiology represents the concept of strict Darwinian individual selection married to an analytical
application of ecological principles and brought to bear on social behavior in an unusually exciting and productive way.
Joining the biologists are a small number of social scientists. But there are radically divergent views as to how the field
should be delimited, and sociobiology is one of the most widely discussed fields in biology and anthropology today. The
symposium on which this book is based was arranged by a biologist and an anthropologist. The participants, leaders in
their fields, ably present contrasting and responsible views on current issues. This is the first collection of essays on
sociobiology in which opposing views are aired. It is an exciting, timely book and an important historical document.
For all that science knows about the living world, there are even more things that we don't know. They include such
questions as why do women experience orgasm, menstruation and menopause, why do men have a shorter lifespan
than women, and why does homosexuality exist? This book explores some of these mysteries.
Compares teachings of Buddhism with principles of modern biology, revealing many significant points of compatibility.
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From a noted Cambridge zoologist, a wildly fun and scientifically sound exploration of what alien life must be like, using
universal laws that govern life on Earth and in space. Scientists are confident that life exists elsewhere in the universe.
Yet rather than taking a realistic approach to what aliens might be like, we imagine that life on other planets is the stuff of
science fiction. The time has come to abandon our fantasies of space invaders and movie monsters and place our
expectations on solid scientific footing. But short of aliens landing in New York City, how do we know what they are like?
Using his own expert understanding of life on Earth and Darwin's theory of evolution--which applies throughout the
universe--Cambridge zoologist Dr. Arik Kershenbaum explains what alien life must be like: how these creatures will
move, socialize, and communicate. For example, by observing fish whose electrical pulses indicate social status, we can
see that other planets might allow for communication by electricity. As there was evolutionary pressure to wriggle along a
sea floor, Earthling animals tend to have left/right symmetry; on planets where creatures evolved in midair or in soupy tar,
they might be lacking any symmetry at all. Might there be an alien planet with supersonic animals? A moon where
creatures have a language composed of smells? Will aliens scream with fear, act honestly, or have technology? The
Zoologist's Guide to the Galaxy answers these questions using the latest science to tell the story of how life really works,
on Earth and in space.
There is a revolution underway in biology. It is based on a new perception of bodies and genes, in which the former are
the end product of the latter within the continuum of evolution. Twenty fi ve years after Richard Dawkins helped
revolutionize our thinking about "selfi sh genes," it is time to reevaluate. Revolutionary Biology explains in simple, vivid
terms what this exciting approach has to off er, and then applies its stunning insights to human beings. Th is novel
perspective, galvanizes our understanding of how evolution works, what living things are all about and, not least, what it
means to be human. Th e controversial disciplines of sociobiology and evolutionary psychology have generated startling
insights into longstanding questions concerning the nature and purpose of families, altruism vs. selfi shness, and free will
vs. biological determinism. Written by one of its foremost fi gures, Revolutionary Biology is a manifesto and educated
layman's guide to this ongoing revolution.
Let's face it, say Barash and Lipton: Males and females, boys and girls, men and women are different. To be sure, these
differences are often heightened by distinctions in learning, cultural tradition, and social expectation, but underpinning
them all is a fundamental difference that derives from biology. Throughout the natural world, males are those creatures
that make sperm; females make eggs. The oft-noticed "gender gap" derives, in turn, from this "gamete gap." In Gender
Gap, Barash and Lipton (husband and wife, professor and physician, biologist and psychiatrist) explain the evolutionary
aspects of male-female differences.
Humans are the only mammals to walk on two, rather than four, legs. From an evolutionary perspective, this is an illogical
development, as it slows us down. But here we are, suggesting there must have been something tremendous to gain
from bipedalism.
Approaches to Peace: A Reader in Peace Studies, Fourth Edition, provides a unique and interdisciplinary sampling of
key articles focusing on the diverse facets of peace and conflict studies. Featuring both classic and contemporary work, it
enables students to read highly influential articles while also introducing them to the most current perspectives in the
field. Timeless classics from Leo Tolstoy, Martin Luther King, Jr., Gandhi, and Henry David Thoreau are included
alongside contemporary pieces by illustrious contributors including Noam Chomsky, bell hooks, Vandana Shiva, and
Pope Francis.
Peace and Conflict Studies: A Reader is a comprehensive and intensive introduction to the key works in this growing
field. Presenting a range of theories, methodologies, and approaches to understanding peace and to transforming
conflict, this edited volume contains both classic and cutting-edge contemporary analyses. The text is divided into six
general sections: PART I: Peace Studies, Peace Education, and Peace PART II: Peace Theories and Peace Movements
PART III: The Meanings and Nature of Conflict PART IV: Conflict Analysis, Transformation, and Prevention PART V:
Nonviolent Action and Political Change. PART VI: Building Institutions and Cultures of Peace With an extensive
introduction, as well as recommendations for further reading and questions for the classroom, Peace and Conflict
Studies: A Reader will be essential reading for students, teachers, and practitioners of peace and conflict studies, and
conflict resolution. It is also highly recommended for students of peace operations, peacebuilding, sociology, international
security and IR in general.
"What would happen to dogs if humans simply disappeared? Would dogs be able to survive on their own without the help
of humans? Many people assume that dogs are so dependent on people that they could not and would not survive in a
world without us. But is this true? And why does it matter to contemplate such a scenario? In this book, the authors argue
that dogs would, as a species, survive without us and that imagining a world for dogs without humans allows us to
explore a number of fascinating questions about the past, present, and future of dogs. The book opens by presenting the
current state of dogs, including the surprising fact that of the c. 500 million dogs in the world only 20% are pets while the
rest are street dogs, feral dogs, or strays, suggesting diversity in the ways which dogs exploit human habitats and by
extension how they would fare without us. From there, the authors explore what is known about dog origins and their coevolution with humans. The heart of the book draws on evolutionary biology to imagine what dogs might become,
biologically, absent humans. For example, if dogs were no longer subjected to artificial selection pressures what would
their evolutionary path look like? Would dogs become like their wolf ancestors? Would dogs maintain the evolved sociocognitive skills that facilitate communication with humans? How would they interact with other animals? The authors
conclude the book by asking whether dogs would be better or worse without humans, as imagining a world in which dogs
are "wild" raises questions about pet keeping practices and about the costs of captivity for dogs. Ultimately, as the
authors say, in thinking about who dogs might become without us we gain fresh insight into who dogs are on their own
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terms are and how our relationships with them can best benefit us both"-Approaches to Peace provides a unique and interdisciplinary sampling of classic articles and short literary selections
focusing on the diverse aspects of peace and conflict studies. Readings cover the causes of war and proposed means of
preventing it and reflect upon the universal concern for positive peace. The material examines nonviolence movements,
peace movements, relgious inspirations, and our future prospects for peace. The book's balanced and unbiased
approach make it easily adaptable to both general discussions of peace and conflict as well as the rapidly changing
issues of the moment. Approaches to Peace is able to stand on its own as a foundation text in any introductory peace
studies course. It is also compact enough to use as a supplement with other more specialized readings, or used in
conjunction with a text. Each selection is prefaced by a short introduction highlighting the author's background, the work's
historical context, and the selection's significance interms of the "big picture." Study questions and a list of suggested
readings at the end of each selection also provide a useful resource for students.
The theory of evolution unites the past, present, and future of living things. It puts humanity’s place in the universe into
necessary perspective. Despite a history of controversy, the evidence for evolution continues to accumulate as a result of
many separate strands of amazing scientific sleuthing. In The Story of Evolution in 25 Discoveries, Donald R. Prothero
explores the most fascinating breakthroughs in piecing together the evidence for evolution. In twenty-five vignettes, he
recounts the dramatic stories of the people who made crucial discoveries, placing each moment in the context of what it
represented for the progress of science. He tackles topics like what it means to see evolution in action and what the
many transitional fossils show us about evolution, following figures from Darwin to lesser-known researchers as they
unlock the mysteries of the fossil record, the earth, and the universe. The book also features the stories of animal species
strange and familiar, including humans—and our ties to some of our closest relatives and more distant cousins.
Prothero’s wide-ranging tales showcase awe-inspiring and bizarre aspects of nature and the powerful insights they give
us into the way that life works. Brisk and entertaining while firmly grounded in fundamental science, The Story of
Evolution in 25 Discoveries is a captivating read for anyone curious about the evidence for evolution and what it means
for humanity.
Do the fractious groups of Arabs and Israelis actually need each other? Can the Pentagon find new enemies to replace
the USSR? Are married couples held together by a shared sense of enmity toward outside parties and even each other?
Who is more likely to cultivate enemies - men or women? Is the devil a created enemy? Is the need for enemies
psychological, sociological, or biological? These and other fascinating questions are explored by David P. Barash as he
skillfully combines findings from biology, psychology, sociology, politics, history, and even literature to shed new and
unexpected light on the human condition.Barash also offers startling and controversial observations about who we are as
human beings and why we seem to thrive on adversarial relationships. He argues that we create and perpetuate our
enemy system by passing the pain along - from child abuse to ethnic antagonism. We may well harbor a vestigial
Neanderthal mentality, which induces us to behave in ways that were adaptive in our evolutionary past but which have
broad and even global implications today. Beloved Enemies concludes with a hopeful message: We can overcome, not
simply our enemies, but our need to have enemies, and our penchant for creating them. To those who seek a better
understanding of the nature of conflict and to those who remain confident that we can find answers to seemingly endless
and complex antagonisms, Beloved Enemies offers much food for thought.Barash provides a lucid explanation of how
systems of conflict can suck us in and why we embrace enemies as a way of avoiding solving our own problems. He
uses examples from a number of disciplines and promotes compassionate self assessment as part of the key for getting
over the need to find or create enemies in our lives. -The Bloomsbury Review. . . this topic is set forth with the charm of
an adroit storyteller and will be enjoyed by readers willing to face their own true selves. -Choice. . . an interesting
discussion . . . -The Midwest Book Review
A zoologist and psychologist delves deeply into the biological explanation for the root cause of human decision-making
and discovers survival strategies that have been lurking in the genes since the dawn of the species. Reprint. 15,000 first
printing.
A comprehensive survey of the evolutionary science of human sexual behavior, Evolution and Human Sexual Behavior
invites us to imagine human sex from the vantage point of our primate cousins, in order to underscore the role of
evolution in shaping all that happens, biologically and behaviorally, when romantic passions are aroused.
In this changing world of what is deemed socially and politically "correct," polygamy is perhaps the last great taboo. Over the course of the
last thousand years, monogamy - at least in name - has been the default setting for coupledom and procreation. And yet, throughout history,
there havebeen inklings that "one-man, one-woman" may not be the most natural state-of-being for humans. The recent Ashley Madison
"cheaters website" hacking, coupled with the high divorce rate of the last half-century, provide more than enough evidence to convince even
a hopeless romantic that monogamy, andthe institution of marriage which props it up, is doomed to be a bygone remnant of a more socially
conservative past.Esteemed writer and evolutionary biologist David P. Barash tackles this uncomfortable finding: that humans are actually
biologically and anthropologically more inclined toward polygamy. With years of research in the field to back up this argument, Barash
presents hundreds of anecdotes from bothevolutionary biology and human history that guide the reader through the societal impacts of
monogamy and polygamy - some expected (sexual behavior) and others unexpected (the most successful models of parenting). Despite this
natural inclination of humanity, Barash is reassuring throughout thisfascinating read in his resolution that "biology is not destiny."
From the child taunted by her playmates to the office worker who feels stifled in his daily routine, people frequently take out their pain and
anger on others, even those who had nothing to do with the original stress. The bullied child may kick her puppy, the stifled worker yells at his
children: Payback can be directed anywhere, sometimes at inanimate things, animals, or other people. In Payback, the husband-and wife
team of evolutionary biologist David Barash and psychiatrist Judith Lipton offer an illuminating look at this phenomenon, showing how it has
evolved, why it occurs, and what we can do about it. Retaliation and revenge are well known to most people. We all know what it is like to
want to get even, get justice, or take revenge. What is new in this book is an extended discussion of redirected aggression, which occurs not
only in people but other species as well. The authors reveal that it's not just a matter of yelling at your spouse "because" your boss yells at
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you. Indeed, the phenomenon of redirected aggression--so-called to differentiate it from retaliation and revenge, the other main forms of
payback--haunts our criminal courts, our streets, our battlefields, our homes, and our hearts. It lurks behind some of the nastiest and
seemingly inexplicable things that otherwise decent people do, from road rage to yelling at a crying baby. And it exists across boundaries of
every kind--culture, time, geography, and even species. Indeed, it's not just a human phenomenon. Passing pain to others can be seen in
birds and horses, fish and primates--in virtually all vertebrates. It turns out that there is robust neurobiological hardware and software
promoting redirected aggression, as well as evolutionary underpinnings. Payback may be natural, the authors conclude, but we are capable
of rising above it, without sacrificing self-esteem and social status. They show how the various human responses to pain and suffering can be
managed--mindfully, carefully, and humanely.
The history of life on Earth is, in some form or another, known to us all--or so we think. A New History of Life offers a provocative new
account, based on the latest scientific research, of how life on our planet evolved--the first major new synthesis for general readers in two
decades. Charles Darwin's theories, first published more than 150 years ago, form the backbone of how we understand the history of the
Earth. In reality, the currently accepted history of life on Earth is so flawed, so out of date, that it's past time we need a 'New History of Life.' In
their latest book, Joe Kirschvink and Peter Ward will show that many of our most cherished beliefs about the evolution of life are wrong.
Gathering and analyzing years of discoveries and research not yet widely known to the public, A New History of Life proposes a different
origin of species than the one Darwin proposed, one which includes eight-foot-long centipedes, a frozen “snowball Earth”, and the seeds for
life originating on Mars. Drawing on their years of experience in paleontology, biology, chemistry, and astrobiology, experts Ward and
Kirschvink paint a picture of the origins life on Earth that are at once too fabulous to imagine and too familiar to dismiss--and looking forward,
A New History of Life brilliantly assembles insights from some of the latest scientific research to understand how life on Earth can and might
evolve far into the future.
Winner of the 2012 Anisfield-Wolf Book Award for Nonfiction A revelatory look at why we dehumanize each other, with stunning examples
from world history as well as today's headlines "Brute." "Cockroach." "Lice." "Vermin." "Dog." "Beast." These and other monikers are
constantly in use to refer to other humans—for political, religious, ethnic, or sexist reasons. Human beings have a tendency to regard
members of their own kind as less than human. This tendency has made atrocities like the Holocaust, the genocide in Rwanda, and the slave
trade possible, and yet we still find it in phenomena such as xenophobia, homophobia, military propaganda, and racism. Less Than Human
draws on a rich mix of history, psychology, biology, anthropology and philosophy to document the pervasiveness of dehumanization, describe
its forms, and explain why we so often resort to it. David Livingstone Smith posits that this behavior is rooted in human nature, but gives us
hope in also stating that biological traits are malleable, showing us that change is possible. Less Than Human is a chilling indictment of our
nature, and is as timely as it is relevant.
So how did women get their curves? Why do they have breasts, while other mammals only develop breast tissue while lactating, and why do
women menstruate, when virtually no other beings do so? What are the reasons for female orgasm? Why are human females kept in the dark
about their own time of ovulation and maximum fertility, and why are they the only animals to experience menopause? David P. Barash and
Judith Eve Lipton, coauthors of acclaimed books on human sexuality and gender, discuss the theories scientists have advanced to explain
these evolutionary enigmas (sometimes called "Just-So stories" by their detractors) and present hypotheses of their own. Some scientific
theories are based on legitimate empirical data, while others are pure speculation. Barash and Lipton distinguish between what is solid and
what remains uncertain, skillfully incorporating their expert knowledge of biology, psychology, animal behavior, anthropology, and human
sexuality into their entertaining critiques. Inviting readers to examine the evidence and draw their own conclusions, Barash and Lipton tell an
evolutionary suspense story that captures the excitement and thrill of true scientific detection.
For most of us, the story of mammal evolution starts after the asteroid impact that killed the dinosaurs, but over the last 20 years scientists
have uncovered new fossils and used new technologies that have upended this story. In Beasts Before Us, palaeontologist Elsa Panciroli
charts the emergence of the mammal lineage, Synapsida, beginning at their murky split from the reptiles in the Carboniferous period, over
three-hundred million years ago. They made the world theirs long before the rise of dinosaurs. Travelling forward into the Permian and then
Triassic periods, we learn how our ancient mammal ancestors evolved from large hairy beasts with accelerating metabolisms to exploit
miniaturisation, which was key to unlocking the traits that define mammals as we now know them. Elsa criss-crosses the globe to explore the
sites where discoveries are being made and meet the people who make them. In Scotland, she traverses the desert dunes of prehistoric
Moray, where quarry workers unearthed the footprints of Permian creatures from before the time of dinosaurs. In South Africa, she introduces
us to animals, once called 'mammal-like reptiles', that gave scientists the first hints that our furry kin evolved from a lineage of egg-laying
burrowers. In China, new, complete fossilised skeletons reveal mammals that were gliders, shovel-pawed Jurassic moles, and flat-tailed
swimmers. This book radically reframes the narrative of our mammalian ancestors and provides a counterpoint to the stereotypes of mighty
dinosaur overlords and cowering little mammals. It turns out the earliest mammals weren't just precursors, they were pioneers.
"It's a rare author who can combine literary erudition and an easy fluency of style together with expert knowledge of psychology and
evolutionary biology. David Barash adds to all this a far-seeing wisdom and a humane decency that shines through on every page. The
concluding section on the senseless and dangerous futility of nuclear deterrence theory is an irrefutable tour de force which should be read
by every politician and senior military officer. If only!" -- Richard Dawkins From hurricanes and avalanches to diseases and car crashes,
threats are everywhere. Beyond objective threats like these, there are also subjective ones: situations in which individuals threaten each
other or feel threatened by society. Animals, too, make substantial use of threats. Evolution manipulates threats like these in surprising ways,
leading us to question the ethics of honest versus dishonest communication. Rarely acknowledged--and yet crucially important--is the fact
that humans, animals, and even plants don't only employ threats, they often respond with counter-threats that ultimately make things worse.
By exploring the dynamic of threat and counter-threat, this book expands on many fraught human situations, including the fear of death, of
strangers, and of "the other." Each of these leads to unique challenges, such as the specter of eternal damnation, the murderous culture of
guns and capital punishment, and the emergence of right-wing nationalist populism. Most worrisome is the illusory security of deterrence, the
idea that we can use the threat of nuclear war to prevent nuclear war! Threats are so widespread that we often don't realize how deeply they
are ingrained in our minds or how profoundly and counter-productively they operate. Animals, humans, societies, and even countries
internalize threats, behind which lie a myriad of intriguing questions: How do we know when to take a threat seriously? When do threats make
things worse? Can they make things better? What can we do to use them wisely rather than destructively? In a comprehensive exploration
into questions like these, noted scientist David P. Barash explains some of the most important characteristics of life as we know it.
Draws on the principles of evolutionary biology to provide fresh insights into the world of literature to explain why certain literary works have
had a profound influence on human life, arguing that the behavior of icons of literature reveals a universal human nature that has evolved
over millions of years of natural selection. Reprint.

A husband and wife team make the science of monogamy sexy.
"The irresistible enthusiasm of Great Adaptations couldn’t come at a better time."—David P. Barash, Wall Street Journal
"Be very amazed."—Carl Safina, author of Beyond Words and Becoming Wild How one scientist unlocked the secrets
behind some of nature’s most astounding animals From star-nosed moles that have super-sensing snouts to electric
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eels that paralyze their prey, animals possess unique and extraordinary abilities. In Great Adaptations, Kenneth Catania
presents an entertaining and engaging look at some of nature’s most remarkable creatures. Telling the story of his
biological detective work, Catania sheds light on the mysteries behind the behaviors of tentacled snakes, tiny shrews,
zombie-making wasps, and more. He shows not only how studying these animals can provide deep insights into how life
evolved, but also how scientific discovery can be filled with adventure and fun. Beginning with the star-nosed mole,
Catania reveals what the creature’s nasal star is actually for, and what this tells us about how brains work. He explores
how the deceptive hunting strategy of tentacled snakes leads prey straight to their mouths, how eels use electricity to
control other animals, and why emerald jewel wasps make zombies out of cockroaches. He also solves the enigma of
worm grunting—a traditional technique in which earthworms are enticed out of the ground—by teaming up with professional
worm grunters. Catania demonstrates the merits of approaching science with an open mind, considers the role played by
citizen scientists, and illustrates that most animals have incredible, hidden abilities that defy our imagination. Examining
some strange and spectacular creatures, Great Adaptations offers a wondrous journey into nature’s grand designs.
In this book, based on over twenty years of study around the world, the author summarizes and synthesizes virtually
everything that is known of the social behaviour and ecology of marmots. The organizing principle of the author's
approach is evolution by natural selection - and thus, the degree to which the social behaviour of free-living animals can
be interpreted as representing adaptations to particular environmental conditions. This book is essentially a single,
widespread genus (genus Marmota comprising fourteen species found in North America and Eurasia. As such, it
represents a productive union of theoretical insights from Darwinism and modern sociobiology, accompanied by a wealth
of empirical data. Marmots are notable in that they constitute a relatively homogeneous group, made up of numerous
species which greatly resemble each other. However, they occupy widely varying habitats - from temperate, lowland
elevations to (more often) alpine meadows - and theory would predict behavioural adaptations to match their habitats.
Have humans always waged war? Is warring an ancient evolutionary adaptation or a relatively recent behavior--and what
does that tell us about human nature? In War, Peace, and Human Nature, editor Douglas P. Fry brings together leading
experts in such fields as evolutionary biology, archaeology, anthropology, and primatology to answer fundamental
questions about peace, conflict, and human nature in an evolutionary context. The chapters in this book demonstrate that
humans clearly have the capacity to make war, but since war is absent in some cultures, it cannot be viewed as a human
universal. And counter to frequent presumption the actual archaeological record reveals the recent emergence of war. It
does not typify the ancestral type of human society, the nomadic forager band, and contrary to widespread assumptions,
there is little support for the idea that war is ancient or an evolved adaptation. Views of human nature as inherently
warlike stem not from the facts but from cultural views embedded in Western thinking. Drawing upon evolutionary and
ecological models; the archaeological record of the origins of war; nomadic forager societies past and present; the value
and limitations of primate analogies; and the evolution of agonism, including restraint; the chapters in this interdisciplinary
volume refute many popular generalizations and effectively bring scientific objectivity to the culturally and historically
controversial subjects of war, peace, and human nature.
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