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Shakespeare's rich exploration of kingship, politics and war and of fathers, sons and
coming of age.
As Henry's throne is threatened by rebel forces, England is divided. The characters
reflect these oppositions, with Hal and Hotspur vying for position, and Falstaff leading
Hal away from his father and towards excess. During Shakespeare's lifetime Henry IV,
Part I was his most reprinted play, and it remains enormously popular with theatregoers
and readers. Falstaff still towers among Shakespeare's comic inventions as he did in
the late 1590's. David Bevington's introduction discusses the play in both performance
and criticism from Shakespeare's time to our own, illustrating the variety of
interpretations of which the text is capable. He analyses the play's richly textured
language in a detailed commentary on individual words and phrases and clearly
explains its historical background.
Shakespeare's history plays have been performed more in recent years than ever before, in
Britain, North America, and in Europe. This 2002 volume provides an accessible, wide-ranging
and informed introduction to Shakespeare's history and Roman plays. It is attentive throughout
to the plays as they have been performed over the centuries since they were written. The first
part offers accounts of the genre of the history play, of Renaissance historiography, of
pageants and masques, and of women's roles, as well as comparisons with history plays in
Spain and the Netherlands. Chapters in the second part look at individual plays as well as
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other Shakespearean texts which are closely related to the histories. The Companion offers a
full bibliography, genealogical tables, and a list of principal and recurrent characters. It is a
comprehensive guide for students, researchers and theatre-goers alike.
Like every other play in the Cambridge School Shakespeare series, King Henry IV Part 1 has
been specially prepared to help all students in schools and colleges. This version aims to be
different from other editions of the play. It invites you to bring the play to life in your classroom
through enjoyable activities that will help increase your understanding. You are encourage to
make up your own mind about the play, rather than have someone else's interpretation handed
down to you. Whatever you do, remember that Shakespeare wrote his plays to be acted,
watched and enjoyed.
This major new complete edition of Shakespeare's works combines accessibility with the latest
scholarship. Each play and collection of poems is preceded by a substantial introduction that
looks at textual and literary-historical issues. The texts themselves have been scrupulously
edited and are accompanied by same-page notes and glossaries. Particular attention has been
paid to the design of the book to ensure that this first new edition of the twenty-first century is
both attractive and approachable.
More troubled and troubling than King Henry IV Part 1, the play continues the story of King
Henry's decline and Hal's reform. Though Part 2 echoes the structure of the earlier play, it is a
darker and more unsettling world, in which even Falstaff's revelry is more tired and cynical, and
the once-merry Hal sloughs off his tavern companions to become King Henry V. James C.
Bulman's authoritative edition provides a wealth of incisive commentary on this complex history
play.
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Part of the authoritative and acclaimed Penguin Shakespeare series, now rejacketed in
the celebrated Penguin Classics livery. Prince Hal, the son of King Henry IV, spends his
time in idle pleasure with dissolute friends, among them the roguish Sir John Falstaff.
But when the kingdom is threatened by rebellious forces, the prince must abandon his
reckless ways. Taking arms against a heroic enemy, he begins a great and compelling
transformation -- from rresponsible reprobate to noble ruler of men.
The unique selling point applying to all Insight Text Guides is the fact that Insight is the
only publisher in Australia that takes the time and has the in-house expertise to source
the most authoritative and best qualified writers for each text whether it be a novel,
play, non-fiction, film or poetry. Our writers are specialists in the relevant area of
literature or genre of film. They all have at least Master's level qualification in Literature
or Film, but more often have completed a PhD in Literature or Film. In addition, they are
clear and accessible writers of considerable experience and have all been or are
currently teaching.
Family relationships are at the center of Henry IV, Part 1. King Henry IV and Prince Hal
form one major father-son pair, with Henry in despair because Hal lives a dissolute life.
The father-son pair of Hotspur (Lord Henry Percy) and his father, the Earl of
Northumberland, is in seeming contrast; the king envies Northumberland “his Harry,”
wishing he could claim the gallant Hotspur as his own. Meanwhile, Hal has entered into
a quasi-father-son relationship with a disreputable but amusing knight, Sir John Falstaff.
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Another strand of action centers on still more family relationships. Hotspur’s stand
against Henry focuses on Hotspur’s brother-in-law, Mortimer. Mortimer, who fought
against the Welsh magician Owen Glendower, was defeated and captured and has
married Glendower’s daughter. King Henry pronounces Mortimer a traitor whom he will
not ransom. Hotspur, in declaring war on Henry, sees himself as fighting for Mortimer,
his wife’s brother. The authoritative edition of Henry IV, Part 1 from The Folger
Shakespeare Library, the trusted and widely used Shakespeare series for students and
general readers, includes: -Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version
of the play -Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the
play -Scene-by-scene plot summaries -A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases
-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language -An essay by a leading
Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play -Fresh images from
the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books -An annotated guide to
further reading Essay by Alexander Leggatt The Folger Shakespeare Library in
Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of Shakespeare’s printed
works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of
performances and programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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