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Drone Wars presents a series of essays that is a diverse
and comprehensive interdisciplinary perspective on
drones. It covers important debates on targeted killing
and civilian casualties, presents key data on drone
deployment, and offers new ideas on their historical
development, significance, and impact on law and policy.
This study explores the nature of the insurgency in
Afghanistan, the key challenges and successes of the
campaign, and the capabilities necessary to wage
effective counterinsurgency operations. It argues that
successful counterinsurgency requires effective
indigenous security forces, especially police; a viable
and legitimate local government; and the suppression of
external support for insurgents.
This book explains how colonial legacies and the
postcolonial state of Pakistan negatively influenced the
socio-political and cultural dynamics and the security
situation in Pakistan’s Pashtun ‘tribal’ areas, formerly
known as the Federally Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA). It offers a local perspective on peace and
conflict resolution in Pakistan’s Pashtun ‘tribal’ region.
Discussing the history and background of the formerFATA region, the role of Pashtun conflict resolution
mechanism of Jirga, and the persistence of colonial-era
Frontier Crimes Regulations (FCR) in the region, the
author argues that the persistence of colonial legacies in
the Pashtun ‘tribal’ areas, especially the FCR, coupled
with the overarching influence of the military on security
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policy has negatively impacted the security situation in
the region. By focusing on the Jirga and Jirga-based
Lashkars (or Pashtun militias), the book demonstrates
how Pashtuns have engaged in their own initiatives to
handle the rise of militancy in their region. Moreover, the
book contends that, even after the introduction of
constitutional reforms and FATA’s merger with the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, little has changed in the
region, especially regarding the treatment of ‘tribal’
Pashtuns as equal citizens of Pakistan. This book
explains, in detail, why indigenous methods of peace and
conflict resolution, such as the Jirga, could play "some"
role towards long-term peace in the South Asian region.
Historically and contextually informed with a focus on
North-West Pakistan, this book will be of interest to
academics researching South Asian Studies,
International Relations, Peace and Conflict Studies,
terrorism, and traditional justice and restorative forms of
peace-making.
Das Buch widmet sich den Argumenten zeitgenössischer
muslimischer Denker zum Thema Krieg und Frieden und
behandelt die konfessionelle, geografische und
ideologische Diversität islamischer Friedensethik. Ein
Teil der Beiträge wurde verfasst von unterschiedlichen
Gruppierungen und Gelehrten, die sowohl die
sunnitischen als auch die schiitischen Zweige des Islams
repräsentieren, und es gibt Beiträge zu den
unterschiedlichen Einstellungen gegenüber Gewalt,
ausgehend von Pazifismus und Traditionalismus hin zu
Fundamentalismus und Dschihadismus. Die Beiträger
sind Wissenschaftler aus verschiedenen Ländern, u.a.
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Indonesien, Pakistan, dem Iran, der Türkei, Deutschland,
dem Vereinigten Königreich, den USA und Belgien. Die
Kapitel des Buches behandeln das Thema aus
unterschiedlichen disziplinären Perspektiven wie
Theologie, Philosophie, Religions-, Kultur- und
Politikwissenschaft. Das Buch ist in drei Teile gegliedert:
a) Methodik und Theorie islamischer Friedensethik, b)
Jus ad bellum und c) Jus in bello. Mit Beiträgen von: Dirk
Ansorge, Abdessamad Belhaj, Seyed Hassan Eslami,
Oliver Leaman, Simona E. Merati, Najia Mukhtar,
Charles M. Ramsey, Sybille Reinke de Buitrago, Yahya
Sabbaghchi, Heydar Shadi, Bianka Speidl und Asfa
Widiyanto.
The Battle for Pakistan showcases a marriage of
convenience between unequal partners. The relationship
between Pakistan and the United States since the early
1950s has been nothing less than a whiplash-inducing
rollercoaster ride. Today, surrounded by hostile
neighbors, with Afghanistan increasingly under Indian
influence, Pakistan does not wish to break ties with the
United States. Nor does it want to become a vassal of
China and get caught in the vice of a US-China rivalry, or
in the Arab-Iran conflict. Internally, massive economic
and demographic challenges as well as the existential
threat of armed militancy pose huge obstacles to
Pakistan's development and growth. Could its short-run
political miscalculations in the Obama years prove too
costly? Can the erratic Trump administration help
salvage this relationship? Based on detailed interviews
with key US and South Asian leaders, access to secret
documents and operations, and the author's personal
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relationships and deep knowledge of the region, this
book untangles the complex web of the US-Pakistani
relationship and identifies a clear path forward, showing
how the United States can build better partnerships in
troubled corners of the world.
A gritty, lively, and revelatory look inside the crucial and
volatile nation of Pakistan In To Live or to Perish
Forever, Nicholas Schmidle takes readers to Pakistan's
rioting streets, to Taliban camps in the North-West
Frontier Province, and on many surprising adventures as
he provides a contemporary history of this country long
riven by internal conflict. With the intimacy and good
humor available only to the most fearless and open-eyed
reporters, Schmidle narrates what was arguably the most
turbulent period of Pakistan's recent history, a time when
President Pervez Musharraf lost his power and the
Taliban found theirs, and when Americans began to
realize that Pakistan's fate is inextricably linked with our
own. In February 2006 Schmidle had traveled to
Pakistan hoping to learn about the place dubbed "the
most dangerous country in the world." It was while there
that he befriended a radical cleric (who became an
enemy of the state and was killed), came to crave the
smell of tear gas (because it assured him that he was
sufficiently close to the action), and in the end, was
deported by the Pakistani authorities, managed to get
back into the country, and was chased out a second
time.
The book is a political biography of the author-in which
she has intertwined the impacts that key political events
of the country have had on her personal life-and on the
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destiny of the nation. It is also an anecdotal account of
missed opportunities. The narrative begins with a
chapter on the author's privileged childhood, her entry
into politics, and the hurdles and struggles that she faced
along the way as a woman politician in the male
dominated society of rural Punjab. She provides details
of the deterioration and erosion of the country's
institutions. A unique insight has been offered on the rise
of extremism. Pakistan's close embroilment in
Afghanistan has been covered, beginning from the late
seventies right up to the first decade of the twenty-first
century. The book goes on to discuss the high
developmental potentials of Pakistan, when it was
carved out of India as a separate country at the time of
Partition in 1947; the unremitting diminishing progressive
curve since the country's inception; and the consequent
rise of militant and extremist groups emerging out of
religiosity rather than religion onto its political landscape.
The author attempts to provide insights into the reasons:
poverty and inequity of our societal construct,
conspiracies spawned by individuals and interests, both
at the national as well as international levels, who merely
sought to serve what were often their perceived shortterm aims and objectives. As an individual and as a
politician, the author often found herself caught up, quite
unwittingly, in the vortex of this issue and ensuing
events, with her life often under threat, and her career in
politics interrupted, even prematurely curtailed. Light has
also been shed on the regressive elements in Pakistan.
Reliant on personal notes and diaries and other source
material, Syeda Abida Hussain in this book, has
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recorded events that have resonated with her, and in
which she had some part to play. The text has been
enhanced by corresponding photographs, both, from her
personal and public life.
The life and legacy of one of Mohammad’s closest
confidants and Islam’s patron saint: Ali ibn Abi Talib ?Ali
ibn Abi Talib is arguably the single most important
spiritual and intellectual authority in Islam after prophet
Mohammad. Through his teachings and leadership as
fourth caliph, Ali nourished Islam. But Muslims are
divided on whether he was supposed to be
Mohammad’s political successor—and he continues to
be a polarizing figure in Islamic history. Hassan Abbas
provides a nuanced, compelling portrait of this towering
yet divisive figure and the origins of sectarian division
within Islam. Abbas reveals how, after Mohammad, Ali
assumed the spiritual mantle of Islam to spearhead the
movement that the prophet had led. While Ali’s
teachings about wisdom, justice, and selflessness
continue to be cherished by both Shia and Sunni
Muslims, his pluralist ideas have been buried under
sectarian agendas and power politics. Today, Abbas
argues, Ali’s legacy and message stands against that of
ISIS, Al-Qaeda, and Taliban.
The recent revolution in Egypt has shaken the Arab
world to its roots. The most populous Arab country and
the historical center of Arab intellectual life, Egypt is a
linchpin of the US's Middle East strategy, receiving more
aid than any nation except Israel. This is not the first time
that the world and has turned its gaze to Egypt, however.
A half century ago, Egypt under Nasser became the
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putative leader of the Arab world and a beacon for all
developing nations. Yet in the decades prior to the 2011
revolution, it was ruled over by a sclerotic regime
plagued by nepotism and corruption. During that time, its
economy declined into near shambles, a severely
overpopulated Cairo fell into disrepair, and it produced
scores of violent Islamic extremists such as Ayman alZawahiri and Mohammed Atta. In The Struggle for Egypt,
Steven Cook--a Senior Fellow at the Council on Foreign
Relations--explains how this parlous state of affairs came
to be, why the revolution occurred, and where Egypt
might be headed next. A sweeping account of Egypt in
the modern era, it incisively chronicles all of the nation's
central historical episodes: the decline of British rule, the
rise of Nasser and his quest to become a pan-Arab
leader, Egypt's decision to make peace with Israel and
ally with the United States, the assassination of Sadat,
the emergence of the Muslim Brotherhood,
and--finally--the demonstrations that convulsed Tahrir
Square and overthrew an entrenched regime.
Throughout Egypt's history, there has been an intense
debate to define what Egypt is, what it stands for, and its
relation to the world. Egyptians now have an opportunity
to finally answer these questions. Doing so in a way that
appeals to the vast majority of Egyptians, Cook notes,
will be difficult but ultimately necessary if Egypt is to
become an economically dynamic and politically vibrant
society.
This hard-hitting and timely book explores the roots of
militant Islam in South Asia and how it has grown to
become a source of profound global alarm. By
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meticulously tracking the rise of the jihadist movement
from its initial violence in Afghanistan in 1980 to the
present day, Dilip Hiro challenges conventional
narratives of the roles of Afghanistan, Pakistan, the
Soviet Union, the United States, and India. He warns that
the Line of Control in Kashmir, where jihadists seek to
incite war between nuclear-armed Pakistan and India, is
today the most dangerous border in the world. Drawing
on evidence from a wide variety of sources including
newly released Kremlin archives and classified U.S.
Embassy documents published by WikiLeaks, the author
compiles the first complete and accurate history of
Islamist terrorism in South Asia. He chronicles historic
links between Pakistan, Afghanistan, and India and their
varying degrees of destabilization at the hands of the
jihadists. He also sheds unprecedented light on the close
military and intelligence links that have developed
between India and Israel. Finally, he outlines the
ambitions of Pakistani, Afghan, and Al Qaida jihadists to
establish an "apocalyptic realm" covering South, Central,
and Western Asia. Compact, comprehensive, and fast
paced, this book lays bare the causes of today's
escalating terrorist threat, sets the historical record
straight, and offers fresh strategies for defeating jihadist
extremism.
From the author of the New York Times bestselling Holy
War, Inc., this is the definitive account of the decadelong manhunt for the world's most wanted man, Osama
bin Laden. Al Qaeda expert and CNN national security
analyst Peter Bergen paints a multidimensional picture of
the hunt for Osama bin Laden over the past decade,
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including the operation that killed him. Other key
elements of the book will include: - A careful account of
Obama's decision-making process as the raid was
planned - The fascinating story of a group of women CIA
analysts who never gave up assembling the tiniest clues
about bin Laden's whereabouts - The untold and actionpacked history of the Joint Special Operations Command
(JSOC) and the SEALs - An analysis of what the death
of bin Laden means for Al Qaeda and for Obama's
legacy Just as Hugh Trevor-Roper's The Last Days of
Hitler was the definitive account of the death of the Nazi
dictator, Manhunt is the authoritative, immersive account
of the death of the man who organized the largest mass
murder in American history.
CNN's terrorism analyst examines Osama bin Laden's
global terrorist network, al-Queda, discussing its
operations and mission, the planning and execution of
specific terrorist acts, and future threats from militant
Islamic movements.
The gender-differentiated and more severe impacts of
armed conflict upon women and girls are well recognised
by the international community, as demonstrated by UN
Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325 on Women,
Peace and Security and subsequent resolutions.
Similarly, the development community has identified
gender-differentiated impacts upon women and girls as a
result of the effects of climate change. Current research
and analysis has reached no consensus as to any causal
relationship between climate change and armed conflict,
but certain studies suggest an indirect linkage between
climate change effects such as food insecurity and
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armed conflict. Little research has been conducted on
the possible compounding effects that armed conflict and
climate change might have on at-risk population groups
such as women and girls. Armed Conflict, Women and
Climate Change explores the intersection of these three
areas and allows the reader to better understand how
military organisations across the world need to be
sensitive to these relationships to be most effective in
civilian-centric operations in situations of humanitarian
relief, peacekeeping and even armed conflict. This book
examines strategy and military doctrine from NATO, the
UK, US and Australia, and explores key issues such as
displacement, food and energy insecurity, and male outmigration as well as current efforts to incorporate gender
considerations in military activities and operations. This
innovative book will be of great interest to students and
scholars of international relations, international
development, international security, sustainability,
gender studies and law.
This report describes counterinsurgency strategies and
practices and conditions in which U.S. small-footprint
partnerships may succeed. Case studies of the
Philippines and Pakistan reinforce quantitative findings
and highlight challenges for the U.S. in influencing
partners.
This book deals with the causes, nature, and impact of
the divisions within the jihadi movement, and the splits
between jihadis and other Islamic groups.
The Hundredth Bomb Group (Heavy), was activated on
June 1st, 1942, at the Orlando Army Air Base, Florida.
Within weeks, several hundred men were draw in from
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all walks of life. In early October, the Group sustained
heavy losses whe twenty-one aircraft and over 200 men
went missing or were killed in a week. It was at this time
that the name of the Bloody Hundredth first came about.
The al-Qaeda Franchise asks why al-Qaeda adopted a
branching-out strategy, introducing seven franchises spread
over the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia. After all,
transnational terrorist organizations can expand through other
organizational strategies. Forming franchises was not an
inevitable outgrowth of al-Qaeda's ideology or its
U.S.-focused strategy. The efforts to create local franchises
have also undermined one of al-Qaeda's primary
achievements: the creation of a transnational entity based on
religious, not national, affiliation. The book argues that alQaeda's branching out strategy was not a sign of strength,
but instead a response to its decline in the aftermath of the
9/11 attacks. Franchising reflected an escalation of alQaeda's commitments in response to earlier strategic
mistakes, leaders' hubris, and its diminished capabilities.
Although the introduction of new branches helped al-Qaeda
create a frightening image far beyond its actual capabilities,
ultimately this strategy neither increased the al-Qaeda threat,
nor enhanced the organization's political objectives. In fact,
the rise of ISIS from an al-Qaeda branch to the dominant
actor in the jihadi camp demonstrates how expansion actually
incurred heavy costs for al-Qaeda. The al-Qaeda Franchise
goes beyond explaining the adoption of a branching out
strategy, also exploring particular expansion choices.
Through nine case studies, it analyzes why al-Qaeda formed
branches in some arenas but not others, and why its
expansion in some locations, such as Yemen, took the form
of in-house franchising (with branches run by al-Qaeda's own
fighters), while other locations, such as Iraq and Somalia,
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involved merging with groups already operating in the target
arena. It ends with an assessment of al-Qaeda's future in light
of the turmoil in the Middle East, the ascendance of ISIS, and
US foreign policy.
Draws on the author's meetings with the terrorist as well as
interviews with his acquaintances, describing his selfpresentation as a soft-spoken cleric and offering insight into
how he inspires fanatical loyalty.
Essays by experts exploring the intersection of geography,
religion, foreign policy, and terrorism in Afghanistan and
Pakistan.
A museum curator travels to Italy and looks into a murder in
this “fresh, funny [and] thoroughly enjoyable mystery” by the
author of the Gideon Oliver series (Publishers Weekly).
Mild?mannered and law?abiding, Chris Norgren, curator of
Renaissance and Baroque art at the Seattle Art Museum, is
an unlikely undercover investigator, but when a priceless
Rubens portrait is discovered in a shipment of “authentic
reproductions” in a local warehouse, Chris is pressed into
service to find out how it got there. The quest leads him to the
medieval city of Bologna, one of his favorite places, but all too
soon what might have been a welcome Italian interlude turns
into a bizarre journey into shady art world doings and
murderous secrets . . .
At a time when unprecedented change in international affairs
is forcing governments, citizens, and armed forces
everywhere to re-assess the question of whether military
solutions to political problems are possible any longer, Martin
van Creveld has written an audacious searching examination
of the nature of war and of its radical transformation in our
own time. For 200 years, military theory and strategy have
been guided by the Clausewitzian assumption that war is
rational - a reflection of national interest and an extension of
politics by other means. However, van Creveld argues, the
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overwhelming pattern of conflict in the post-1945 world no
longer yields fully to rational analysis. In fact, strategic
planning based on such calculations is, and will continue to
be, unrelated to current realities. Small-scale military
eruptions around the globe have demonstrated new forms of
warfare with a different cast of characters - guerilla armies,
terrorists, and bandits - pursuing diverse goals by violent
means with the most primitive to the most sophisticated
weapons. Although these warriors and their tactics testify to
the end of conventional war as we've known it, the public and
the military in the developed world continue to contemplate
organized violence as conflict between the super powers. At
this moment, armed conflicts of the type van Creveld
describes are occurring throughout the world. From Lebanon
to Cambodia, from Sri Lanka and the Philippines to El
Salvador, the Persian Gulf, and the strife-torn nations of
Eastern Europe, violent confrontations confirm a new model
of warfare in which tribal, ethnic, and religious factions do
battle without high-tech weapons or state-supported armies
and resources. This low-intensity conflict challenges existing
distinctions between civilian and solder, individual crime and
organized violence, terrorism and war. In the present global
atmosphere, practices that for three centuries have been
considered uncivilized, such as capturing civilians or even
entire communities for ransom, have begun to reappear.
Pursuing bold and provocative paths of inquiry, van Creveld
posits the inadequacies of our most basic ideas as to who
fights wars and why and broaches the inevitability of man's
need to "play" at war. In turn brilliant and infuriating, this
challenge to our thinking and planning current and future
military encounters is one of the most important books on war
we are likely to read in our lifetime.
An Intimate War tells the story of the last thirty-four years of
conflict in Helmand Province, Afghani- stan as seen through
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the eyes of the Helmandis. In the West, this period is often
defined through different lenses - the Soviet intervention, the
civil war, the Taliban, and the post-2001 nation-building era.
Yet, as experienced by local inhabitants, the Helmand conflict
is a perennial one, involving the same individuals, families
and groups, and driven by the same arguments over land,
water and power. This book - based on both military and research experience in Helmand and 150 inter- views in Pashto
- offers a very different view of Helmand from those in the
media. It demonstrates how outsiders have most often
misunderstood the ongoing struggle in Helmand and how, in
doing so, they have exacerbated the conflict, perpetuated it
and made it more violent - precisely the opposite of what was
intended when their interventions were launched. Mike
Martin's oral history of Helmand under- scores the absolute
imperative of understanding the highly local, personal, and
non-ideological nature of internal conflict in much of the 'third'
world.
"Our Mission was the people of Kandahar and keeping the
Taliban from interfering with rebuilding. When we did use
force, we had to be discriminate Killing innocent civilians
would be mission failure. I had the A-Team ad could not make
it work with lesser men and women." - Lieutenant-Colonel rob
Walker, Commanding Officer, 2RCR Battlegroup "Our job is
to create a functional government that earns the respect of its
population. The people of Kandahar are not asking for life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. They want Canada's
peace, order, and good government. We're getting there. But
it takes time, Thankfully Afghans are more patient than
people back home." - Gavin Buchan, Director, Foreign Affairs,
Kandahar Provincial Reconstruction Team, 2006-07 "My
soliders got to know every inch of Zharey District and its
people. It was our back-yard. We knew it better than the
Taliban, especially the foreign fighters. People learned to
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trust us and started staying in their homes while we rant he
enemy out of town." - Major David Quick, India Company
'If you see the Black Banners coming from Khurasan, join that
army, even if you have to crawl over ice; no power will be
able to stop them' Hadith attributed to the Prophet
Muhammad The Black Banners is the ultimate insider's
account of the realities of counter-terrorism. During a decade
on the front lines, as the FBI's lead investigator into Al Qaeda,
Ali Soufan thwarted plots around the world and won some of
the most important confessions from terrorists - without laying
so much as a hand on them. Most of these stories have never
been reported before, and never by anyone with such
intimate firsthand knowledge. Soufan takes us into the
interrogation rooms, into the hideouts. He even gives us a
ringside seat at bin Laden's personal celebration of the 9/11
bombings. This is a gripping blow-by-blow account of the tenyear hunt for the most dangerous and well-connected Islamist
terrorists - some of whom are still at large. In The Black
Banners Soufan also explains why the pervasive use of
torture is not helping in the 'War on Terror', and how a more
enlightened approach to intelligence is not only possible, but
essential. This is a story not just of intrigue and bravery, but
of empathy. He shows us how terrorists think and operate.
And he shows that through this understanding, they can be
stopped and finally brought to justice. Ali Soufan knows the
truth about the successes and failures of countering terrorism.
His knowledge is essential to us all.

The book addresses issues related to the education of
ethnic minority individuals in the multilingual Asian
region. It features recent research and practices of
scholars aiming to rethink educational policy and practice
surrounding the education of ethnic minority students
with a variety of language scenarios in Hong Kong and
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other Asian contexts. It documents how ethnicity and
inequality are played out at policy, school, and individual
levels, and how these affect the education of ethnic
minorities in their host societies. Using a range of
methods, from surveys to interviews and document
analysis, this book describes the links between
language, identity and educational inequality related to
ethnic minorities in Asian contexts.
Over time and across different genres, Afghanistan has
been presented to the world as potential ally, dangerous
enemy, gendered space, and mysterious locale. These
powerful, if competing, visions seek to make sense of
Afghanistan and to render it legible. In this innovative
examination, Nivi Manchanda uncovers and critically
explores Anglophone practices of knowledge cultivation
and representational strategies, and argues that
Afghanistan occupies a distinctive place in the imperial
imagination: over-determined and under-theorised,
owing largely to the particular history of imperial
intervention in the region. Focusing on representations of
gender, state and tribes, Manchanda re-historicises and
de-mythologises the study of Afghanistan through a
sustained critique of colonial forms of knowing and
demonstrates how the development of pervasive tropes
in Western conceptions of Afghanistan have enabled
Western intervention, invasion and bombing in the region
from the nineteenth century to the present.
Following three Afghans - a Taliban commander, a USbacked warlord and a housewife trapped in the middle of
the fighting - through years of US missteps, this dramatic
narrative reveals the workings of America's longest war
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and the truth behind its prolonged agony. 25,000 first
printing.
The subject of murder has always held a particular
fascination for us. But, since at least the nineteenth
century, we have seen the murderer as different from the
ordinary citizen—a special individual, like an artist or a
genius, who exists apart from the moral majority, a
sovereign self who obeys only the destructive urge,
sometimes even commanding cult followings. In
contemporary culture, we continue to believe that there
is something different and exceptional about killers, but
is the murderer such a distinctive type? Are they
degenerate beasts or supermen as they have been
depicted on the page and the screen? Or are murderers
something else entirely? In The Subject of Murder, Lisa
Downing explores the ways in which the figure of the
murderer has been made to signify a specific kind of
social subject in Western modernity. Drawing on the
work of Foucault in her studies of the lives and crimes of
killers in Europe and the United States, Downing
interrogates the meanings of media and texts produced
about and by murderers. Upending the usual treatment
of murderers as isolated figures or exceptional
individuals, Downing argues that they are ordinary
people, reflections of our society at the intersections of
gender, agency, desire, and violence.
A forefront expert on al Qaeda draws on his unique firsthand interviews with Osama bin Laden, top-level
jihadists and Washington officials to offer insight into the
war on terror from both sides. By the author of The
Osama bin Laden I Know. Reprint.
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A compilation of biographical essays explores the role of
women during wartime throughout history, profiling
Cleopatra, Margaret Thatcher, Molly Pitcher, Tammy
Duckworth, Belle Boyd, Martha Gellhorn, and Tokyo
Rose, among other female participants, both notable and
obscure.
As Ambassador and Special Envoy on Afghanistan from
1989 to 1992, Peter Tomsen has had close relationships
with Afghan leaders and has dealt with senior Taliban,
warlords, and religious leaders involved in the region's
conflicts over the last two decades. Now Tomsen draws
on a rich trove of never-before-published material to
shed new light on the American involvement in the long
and continuing Afghan war. This book offers a deeply
informed perspective on how Afghanistan's history as a
“shatter zone” for foreign invaders and its tribal society
have shaped the modern Afghan narrative. It brings to
life the appallingly misinformed secret operations by
foreign intelligence agencies, including the Soviet NKVD
and KGB, the Pakistani ISI, and the CIA. American policy
makers, Tomsen argues, still do not understand
Afghanistan; nor do they appreciate how the CIA's covert
operations and the Pentagon's military strategy have
strengthened extremism in the country. At this critical
time, he shows how the U.S. and the coalition it leads
can assist the region back to peace and stability.
Pakistan has undertaken a number of operations against
militant groups since 2001. There have been some
successes, but such groups as al Qa1ida continue to
present a significant threat to Pakistan, the United
States, and other countries. Pakistan needs to establish
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a population-centric counterinsurgency that better
protects the local population and addresses grievances.
It also needs to abandon militancy as a tool of foreign
and domestic policy.
The world’s leading expert on Osama bin Laden delivers for
the first time the definitive biography of a man who set the
course of American foreign policy for the 21st century, and
whose ideological heirs we continue to battle today. In The
Rise and Fall of Osama bin Laden, Peter Bergen provides the
first reevaluation of the man responsible for precipitating
America’s long wars with al-Qaeda and its descendants,
capturing bin Laden in all the dimensions of his life: as a
family man, as a zealot, as a battlefield commander, as a
terrorist leader, and as a fugitive. The book sheds light on his
many contradictions: he was the son of a billionaire, yet
insisted his family live like paupers. He adored his wives and
children, depending on two of his wives, both of whom had
PhDs, to make important strategic decisions. Yet he also
brought ruin to his family. He was fanatically religious, yet
willing to kill thousands of civilians in the name of Islam. He
inspired deep loyalty yet, in the end, his bodyguards turned
against him. And while he inflicted the most lethal act of mass
murder in United States history, he failed to achieve any of
his strategic goals. The lasting image we have of bin Laden in
his final years is of an aging man with a graying beard
watching old footage of himself, just another dad flipping
through the channels with his remote. In the end, bin Laden
died in a squalid suburban compound, far from the front lines
of his holy war. And yet despite that unheroic denouement,
his ideology lives on. Thanks to exclusive interviews with
family members and associates, and documents unearthed
only recently, Bergen’s portrait of Osama will reveal for the
first time who he really was and why he continues to inspire a
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new generation of jihadists.
From the start of the U.S. war in Afghanistan in 2001 to the
withdrawal of U.S. troops in 2014, Pakistan's military
cooperation was critical to the United States. Yet Pakistani
politics remain a source of anxiety for American policymakers.
Despite some progress toward democratic consolidation over
the last ten years, Pakistan's military still asserts power over
the country's elected government. Pakistan's western regions
remain largely ungoverned and home to the last remnants of
al-Qaeda's original leadership as well as multiple militant
groups that have declared war on the Pakistani state. The
country's economy is in shambles, and continuing tensions
with India endanger efforts to bring a durable peace to a
region haunted by the distant threat of nuclear war. Pakistan's
Enduring Challenges surveys the political and economic
landscape of Pakistan in the wake of U.S. military withdrawal.
Experts in the domestic and international affairs of the region
consider the country's prospects from a variety of angles,
including security issues and nuclear posture, relations with
Afghanistan, India, and the United States, Pakistan's Islamist
movements, and the CIA's use of drone warfare in Pakistan's
tribal areas. This timely volume offers a concise, accessible,
and expert guide to the currents that will shape the country's
future. Contributors: Christopher Clary, C. Christine Fair,
Daveed Gartenstein-Ross, Karl Kaltenthaler, Feisal Khan,
William J. Miller, Aparna Pande, Paul Staniland, Stephen
Tankel, Tara Vassefi, Sarah J. Watson, Joshua T. White,
Huma Yusef.
This book applies strategic culture concepts to violent nonstate actors (VNSAs) in a comparative analysis. In recent
years, Al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) has become
notorious for kidnapping Western hostages in north-western
Africa and for its role in the short-lived Islamist takeover of
Mali. The group, formerly known as the Salafist Group for
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Preaching and Combat, rebranded itself as an Al-Qaida
franchise in 2007, leading to speculation of a change from its
Algeria-centric agenda to an anti-Western one. This study
compares and contrasts the ideas and behaviour of these two
groups, using a strategic-cultural approach, and finds that,
despite some commonalities, AQIM has a distinct strategic
culture from Al-Qaida central, thereby debunking the notion of
Al-Qaida as a monolithic movement. This is the first
comparative analysis of violent non-state actors to employ a
strategic-cultural approach and the first such study on AQIM.
While strategic culture has traditionally been applied to states,
this work adds to the emerging literature applying such
approaches to non-state armed groups, and employs a novel
conception of strategic culture consisting of narratives and
practices. This book will be of much interest to students of
strategic culture, political violence, Middle Eastern politics and
Security Studies in general.
A riveting, panoramic look at “homegrown” Islamist terrorism
from 9/11 to the present Since 9/11, more than three hundred
Americans—born and raised in Minnesota, Alabama, New
Jersey, and elsewhere—have been indicted or convicted of
terrorism charges. Some have taken the fight abroad: an
American was among those who planned the attacks in
Mumbai, and more than eighty U.S. citizens have been
charged with ISIS-related crimes. Others have acted on
American soil, as with the attacks at Fort Hood, the Boston
Marathon, and in San Bernardino. What motivates them, how
are they trained, and what do we sacrifice in our efforts to
track them? Paced like a detective story, United States of
Jihad tells the entwined stories of the key actors on the
American front. Among the perpetrators are Anwar al-Awlaki,
the New Mexico-born radical cleric who became the first
American citizen killed by a CIA drone and who mentored the
Charlie Hebdo shooters; Samir Khan, whose Inspire webzine
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has rallied terrorists around the world, including the Tsarnaev
brothers; and Omar Hammami, an Alabama native and hip
hop fan who became a fixture in al Shabaab’s propaganda
videos until fatally displeasing his superiors. Drawing on his
extensive network of intelligence contacts, from the National
Counterterrorism Center and the FBI to the NYPD, Peter
Bergen also offers an inside look at the controversial tactics
of the agencies tracking potential terrorists—from infiltrating
mosques to massive surveillance; at the bias experienced by
innocent observant Muslims at the hands of law enforcement;
at the critics and defenders of U.S. policies on terrorism; and
at how social media has revolutionized terrorism. Lucid and
rigorously researched, United States of Jihad is an essential
new analysis of the Americans who have embraced militant
Islam both here and abroad. — Washington Post, Notable NonFiction Books in 2016
Sovereign Attachments rethinks sovereignty by moving it out
of the exclusive domain of geopolitics and legality and into
cultural, religious, and gender studies. Through a close
reading of a stunning array of cultural texts produced by the
Pakistani state and the Pakistan-based Taliban, Shenila
Khoja-Moolji theorizes sovereignty as an ongoing attachment
that is negotiated in public culture. Both the state and the
Taliban recruit publics into relationships of trust, protection,
and fraternity by summoning models of Islamic masculinity,
mobilizing kinship metaphors, and marshalling affect. In
particular, masculinity and Muslimness emerge as salient
performances through which sovereign attachments are
harnessed. The book shifts the discussion of sovereignty
away from questions about absolute dominance to ones
about shared repertoires, entanglements, and co-constitution.
From one of America's preeminent national security
journalists, an explosive, news-breaking account of Donald
Trump's collision with the American national security
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establishment, and with the world It is a simple fact that no
president in American history brought less foreign policy
experience to the White House than Donald J. Trump. The
real estate developer from Queens promised to bring his
brash, zero-sum swagger to bear to cut through America's
most complex national security issues, and he did. If the cost
of his "America First" agenda was bulldozing the edifice of
foreign alliances that had been carefully tended by every
president from Truman to Obama, then so be it. It was clear
from the first that Trump's inclinations were radically more
blunt force than his predecessors'. When briefed by the
Pentagon on Iran and the Strait of Hormuz, he exclaimed,
"The next time Iran sends its boats into the Strait: blow them
out of the water! Let's get Mad Dog on this." When told that
the capital of South Korea, Seoul, was so close to the North
Korean border that millions of people would likely die in the
first hours of any all-out war, Trump had a bold response,
"They have to move." The officials in the Oval Office weren't
sure if he was joking. He raised his voice. "They have to
move!" Very quickly, it became clear to a number of people at
the highest levels of government that their gravest mission
was to protect America from Donald Trump. Trump and His
Generals is Peter Bergen's riveting account of what
happened when the unstoppable force of President Trump
met the immovable object of America's national security
establishment--the CIA, the State Department, and, above all,
the Pentagon. If there is a real "deep state" in DC, it is not the
FBI so much as the national security community, with its deeprooted culture and hierarchy. The men Trump selected for his
key national security positions, Jim Mattis, John Kelly, and H.
R. McMaster, were products of that culture: Trump wanted
generals, and he got them. Three years later, they would be
gone, and the guardrails were off. From Iraq and Afghanistan
to Syria and Iran, from Russia and China to North Korea and
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Islamist terrorism, Trump and His Generals is a brilliant
reckoning with an American ship of state navigating a roiling
sea of threats without a well-functioning rudder. Lucid and
gripping, it brings urgently needed clarity to issues that affect
the fate of us all. But clarity, unfortunately, is not the same
thing as reassurance.
The director of the American-Afghan war describes how he
orchestrated the defeat of the Taliban in the region by forging
separate alliances with warlords, Taliban dissidents, and the
Pakistani intelligence service.
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