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Set in the secluded world of cloistered abbeys, long-lost secrets and angelic humans, Angelology has all the makings of
a blockbuster hit, combining elements of The Da Vinci Code and Kate Mosse's Labyrinth Sister Evangeline was just a
young girl when her father left her at St. Rose Convent under the care of the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration.
Now a young woman, she has unexpectedly discovered a collection of letters dating back sixty years - letters that bring
her deep into a closely guarded secret, to an ancient conflict between the millennium-old Society of Angelologists and the
monstrously beautiful Nephilim, the descendants of angels and humans. Rich and mesmerizing, Angelology blends
biblical lore, mythology and the fall of the Rebel Angels, creating a luminous, riveting tale of one young woman caught in
a battle that will determine the fate of the world.
In a small town in Canada, Clara Callan reluctantly takes leave of her sister, Nora, who is bound for New York. It's a time
when the growing threat of fascism in Europe is a constant worry, and people escape from reality through radio and the
movies. Meanwhile, the two sisters -- vastly different in personality, yet inextricably linked by a shared past -- try to find
their places within the complex web of social expectations for young women in the 1930s. While Nora embarks on a
glamorous career as a radio-soap opera star, Clara, a strong and independent-minded woman, struggles to observe the
traditional boundaries of a small and tight-knit community without relinquishing her dreams of love, freedom, and
adventure. However, things aren't as simple as they appear -- Nora's letters eventually reveal life in the big city is less
exotic than it seems, and the tranquil solitude of Clara's life is shattered by a series of unforeseeable events. These
twists of fate require all of Clara's courage and strength, and finally put the seemingly unbreakable bond between the
sisters to the test.
Loudmouthed, redheaded Cee Cee Bloom has her sights set on Hollywood. Bertie White, quiet and conservative, dreams
of getting married and having children. In 1951, their childhood worlds collide in Atlantic City. Keeping in touch as pen
pals, they reunite over the years ... always near the ocean. Powerful and moving, this novel follows Cee Cee and Bertie's
extraordinary friendship over the course of thirty years as they transform from adolescents into adults. A bestselling novel
that became a hugely successful film, Beaches is funny, heartbreaking, and a tale that should be a part of every woman's
library.
"Dramatic comedy / 3m, 2f / interior set"--back cover.
THE STORY: GOOD AS NEW follows the disintegration of an educated, affluent Chicago family--parents and teenage
daughter--following Mom's face-lift. Devastated by what she views as a violation of who her mother is--an enlightened
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feminist--the daughter
THE STORY: Bringing up baby takes on new meaning for a successful young couple who start living their lives through
their baby boy when he is cast in an award-winning commercial--as a girl! Their lives are turned upside down and the
spoils of succ
While touring with group of Confederate Civil War re-enactors for a summer internship, Libby and Dev attempt to design
and sell Southern Confederate costumes for a ball, investigate haunted battle grounds, and seek handsome Southern
soldier boys.
Written over a period of three years, picked up and shut down three times before it was finally "greenlit," Pieces of April
became a Sundance Film Festival 2003 favorite, capturing the attention of critics, festival moviegoers, and a record sale
to distributor United Artists. Marking the directorial debut of Oscar®-nominated screenwriter and novelist Peter Hedges,
the movie stars Katie Holmes, Patricia Clarkson, and Derek Luke, with Sean Hayes and Oliver Platt. A poignant and
funny film about a day in the life of a family trying to create new memories and make peace with the old, the acclaimed,
independent film was shot in 16 days, mainly in New York City's Lower East Side. The story centers on 21-year-old April
Burns, who has never been on good terms with her mother and is convinced by her boyfriend to host the family
Thanksgiving dinner. While April discovers her oven is broken and seeks neighbors to help, the Burns family drives
toward the city recounting April's failures. Although his wife persists in undermining his plans, April's father is determined
to create a bonding experience for the family, including April's perfect-daughter sister, younger brother, and forgetful
grandmother. In the esteemed Newmarket Shooting Script® Series format, Hedges includes an introduction and scene
notes, written exclusively for this edition, as well as the complete shooting script, his original opening of the screenplay,
stills, and cast and crew credits. Also featured is an insightful conversation with Hedges on his acting, playwriting, and
film career.
Gilbert Grape, a resident of provincial Endora, Iowa, endures the eccentricities of his family and neighbors--including his
mother, who is eating herself to death; his Elvis-fanatic sister; his retarded brother; and his married lover
"I have no wish to play the pontificating fool, pretending that I've suddenly come up with the answers to all life's
questions. Quite that contrary, I began this book as an exploration, an exercise in self-questing. In other words, I wanted
to find out, as I looked back at a long and complicated life, with many twists and turns, how well I've done at measuring
up to the values I myself have set." —Sidney Poitier In this luminous memoir, a true American icon looks back on his
celebrated life and career. His body of work is arguably the most morally significant in cinematic history, and the power
and influence of that work are indicative of the character of the man behind the many storied roles. Sidney Poitier here
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explores these elements of character and personal values to take his own measure—as a man, as a husband and a
father, and as an actor. Poitier credits his parents and his childhood on tiny Cat Island in the Bahamas for equipping him
with the unflinching sense of right and wrong and of self-worth that he has never surrendered and that have dramatically
shaped his world. "In the kind of place where I grew up," recalls Poitier, "what's coming at you is the sound of the sea and
the smell of the wind and momma's voice and the voice of your dad and the craziness of your brothers and sisters...and
that's it." Without television, radio, and material distractions to obscure what matters most, he could enjoy the simple
things, endure the long commitments, and find true meaning in his life. Poitier was uncompromising as he pursued a
personal and public life that would honor his upbringing and the invaluable legacy of his parents. Just a few years after
his introduction to indoor plumbing and the automobile, Poitier broke racial barrier after racial barrier to launch a
pioneering acting career. Committed to the notion that what one does for a living articulates to who one is, Poitier played
only forceful and affecting characters who said something positive, useful, and lasting about the human condition. Here is
Poitier's own introspective look at what has informed his performances and his life. Poitier explores the nature of sacrifice
and commitment, price and humility, rage and forgiveness, and paying the price for artistic integrity. What emerges is a
picture of a man in the face of limits—his own and the world's. A triumph of the spirit, The Measure of a Man captures the
essential Poitier.
The classic, bestselling account of the infamous Kray twins, now a major film, LEGEND, starring Tom Hardy. Reggie and
Ronald Kray ruled London's gangland during the 1960s with a ruthlessness and viciousness that shocks even now.
Building an empire of organised crime such as nobody has done before or since, the brothers swindled, intimidated,
terrorised, extorted and brutally murdered. John Pearson explores the strange relationship that bound the twins together,
and charts their gruesome career to their downfall and imprisonment for life in 1969. Now expanded to include further
extraordinary revelations, including the unusual alliance between the Kray twins and Lord Boothby – the Tory peer who
won £40,000 in a libel settlement when he denied allegation of his association with the Krays – The Profession of
Violence is a truly classic work. John Pearson is also the author of All the Money in the World (previously titled Painfully
Rich), now a major motion picture directed by Ridley Scott film and starring Michelle Williams, Mark Wahlberg and
Christopher Plumber (nominated for the Oscar for Best Supporting Actor).
Caring for her shy younger brother while her mother returns to work, thirteen-year-old Nellie encounters three strangers,
including a junkyard worker, a New York City thief, and a young stripper before witnessing a shocking act of violence.
“Wonderfully entertaining . . . This distinctive first novel goes down like a chocolate milkshake but boasts the sharpness
and finesse of a complex wine” (Publishers Weekly). Gilbert Grape is a twenty-four-year-old grocery store clerk stuck in
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Endora, Iowa, where the population is 1,091 and shrinking. After the suicide of Gilbert’s father, his family never fully
recovered. Once the town beauty queen, Gilbert’s mother is now morbidly obese and planted eternally in front of the TV;
his younger sister has recently turned both boy-crazy and God-fearing, while his older sister sacrifices everything for her
family. And then there’s Arnie, Gilbert’s younger brother with special needs. With no one else to care for Arnie, Gilbert
becomes his brother’s main parent, and all four siblings must tend to the needs of their helpless, grieving mother. So
Gilbert is in a rut—until a mysterious new girl named Becky arrives in this small town. As his family gathers for Arnie’s
eighteenth birthday, Gilbert finds himself at a crossroads . . . This “completely original” portrait of a family (The New York
Times), “charged with sardonic intelligence” (The Washington Post Book World), was the basis for a film starring Johnny
Depp and Leonardo DiCaprio, and stands as one of the most memorable novels of recent decades. “Sometimes funny,
sometimes sad, and always engaging.” —The Atlantic “By the book’s exhilaratingly luminous ending . . . we have already
been mesmerized.” —The Philadelphia Inquirer “A funny, touching, caring first novel whose characters are familiar and
moving in spite of (or perhaps because of) their peculiarities.” —Booklist
Texas movies are as vast as the Lone Star State. Fans tour Texas via movies that explore the state region by region.
They can hit the movie trail via automobile using suggested itineraries, maps, and lists of unique shooting locations, all
spiced with anecdotes and occasional gossip about behind-the-scenes action.
A “funny and supremely moving”novel about a seven-year-old navigating a world of turmoil by the author of What’s
Eating Gilbert Grape (Harper’s Bazaar). Seven-year-old Scotty Ocean decides that seven is going to be “his year.” But
soon after his birthday, his artist-turned-alcoholic mother abandons the family—leaving Scotty and his two older sisters
alone with their father. As his perfect year falls apart, Scotty begins to act out during school and takes a series of
increasingly wild actions to try to win his mother back—and, when that doesn’t work, to replace her. Funny and deeply
affecting, An Ocean in Iowa traces Scotty’s desperate attempt to hold on to his childhood while the foundation of his
family disintegrates. As Scotty’s year as a seven-year-old flies by—and the dreaded eight approaches—Peter Hedges
explores how Scotty sheds his childhood in a one-eighty of the year he hoped would be so perfect. Beautifully written,
and with careful attention to period detail, this compelling coming-of-age novel sets the private turmoil of a disintegrating
family against the backdrop of the Vietnam War and the turbulent 1960s. “A delightful romp through the age of seven
with an endearing character who revels in life’s smallest details.” —The Christian Science Monitor
DON’T MISS BRIDGE OF CLAY, MARKUS ZUSAK’S FIRST NOVEL SINCE THE BOOK THIEF AND AN
UNFORGETTABLE AND SWEEPING FAMILY SAGA. From the author of the extraordinary #1 New York Times
bestseller The Book Thief, I Am the Messenger is an acclaimed novel filled with laughter, fists, and love. A MICHAEL L.
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PRINTZ HONOR BOOK FIVE STARRED REVIEWS Ed Kennedy is an underage cabdriver without much of a future.
He's pathetic at playing cards, hopelessly in love with his best friend, Audrey, and utterly devoted to his coffee-drinking
dog, the Doorman. His life is one of peaceful routine and incompetence until he inadvertently stops a bank robbery.
That's when the first ace arrives in the mail. That's when Ed becomes the messenger. Chosen to care, he makes his way
through town helping and hurting (when necessary) until only one question remains: Who's behind Ed's mission?
I am Meredith Gentry, princess and heir apparent to the throne in the realm of faerie, onetime private investigator in the mortal world. To be
crowned queen, I must first continue the royal bloodline and give birth to an heir of my own. If I fail, my aunt, Queen Andais, will be free to do
what she most desires: install her twisted son, Cel, as monarch . . . and kill me. My royal guards surround me, and my best loved–my
Darkness and my Killing Frost–are always beside me, sworn to protect and make love to me. But still the threat grows greater. For despite all
my carnal efforts, I remain childless, while the machinations of my sinister, sadistic Queen and her confederates remain tireless. So my
bodyguards and I have slipped back into Los Angeles, hoping to outrun the gathering shadows of court intrigue. But even exile isn’t enough
to escape the grasp of those with dark designs. Now King Taranis, powerful and vainglorious ruler of faerie’s Seelie Court, has leveled
accusations against my noble guards of a heinous crime–and has gone so far as to ask the mortal authorities to prosecute. If he succeeds,
my men face extradition to faerie and the hideous penalties that await them there. But I know that Taranis’s charges are baseless, and I
sense that his true target is me. He tried to kill me when I was a child. Now I fear his intentions are far more terrifying.
Insight Text Guide for Peter Hedges' What's Eating Gilbert Grape.
When Norman Maclean sent the manuscript of A River Runs through It and Other Stories to New York publishers, he received a slew of
rejections. One editor, so the story goes, replied, “it has trees in it.” Forty years later, the title novella is recognized as one of the great
American tales of the twentieth century, and Maclean as one of the most beloved writers of our time. The finely distilled product of a long life
of often surprising rapture—for fly-fishing, for the woods, for the interlocked beauty of life and art—A River Runs through It has established itself
as a classic of the American West. This new edition will introduce a fresh audience to Maclean’s beautiful prose and understated emotional
insights. Elegantly redesigned, A River Runs through It includes a new foreword by Robert Redford, director of the Academy Award-winning
1992 film adaptation of River. Based on Maclean’s own experiences as a young man, the book’s two novellas and short story are set in the
small towns and mountains of western Montana. It is a world populated with drunks, loggers, card sharks, and whores, but also one rich in
the pleasures of fly-fishing, logging, cribbage, and family. By turns raunchy and elegiac, these superb tales express, in Maclean’s own words,
“a little of the love I have for the earth as it goes by.”
This unforgettable memoir, by one of our most gifted writers, introduces us to the young Toby Wolff, by turns tough and vulnerable, crafty and
bumbling, and ultimately winning. Separated by divorce from his father and brother, Toby and his mother are constantly on the move, yet they
develop an extraordinarily close, almost telepathic relationship. As Toby fights for identity and self-respect against the unrelenting hostility of
a new stepfather, his experiences are at once poignant and comical, and Wolff does a masterful job of re-creating the frustrations and
cruelties of adolescence. His various schemes - running away to Alaska, forging checks, and stealing cars - lead eventually to an act of
outrageous self-invention that releases him into a new world of possibility.
When seven-year-old Bethany meets her six-year-old cousin Reana Mae, it's the beginning of a kinship of misfits that saves both from a bonePage 5/10
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deep loneliness. Every summer, Bethany and her family leave Indianapolis for West Virginia's Coal River Valley. For Bethany's mother, the
trips are a reminder of the coalmines and grinding poverty of her childhood, of a place she'd hoped to escape. But her loving relatives, and
Bethany's friendship with Reana Mae, keep them coming back. But as Bethany grows older, she realizes that life in this small, close-knit
community is not as simple as she once thought. . .that the riverside cabins that hold so much of her family's history also teem with
scandalous whispers. . .and that those closest to her harbor unimaginable secrets. Amid the dense woods and quiet beauty of the valley,
these secrets are coming to light at last, with a force devastating enough to shatter lives, faith, and the bond that Bethany once thought would
last forever. Spanning four decades, Sherri Wood Emmons' debut is a haunting, captivating novel about the unexpected, sometimes shocking
events that thrust us into adulthood--and the connections that keep us tethered, always, to our pasts.
What's Eating Gilbert GrapeRosetta Books
Just about everything in Endora, Iowa (pop. 1,091 and dwindling) is eating Gilbert Grape, a twenty-four-year-old grocery clerk who dreams
only of leaving. His enormous mother, once the town sweetheart, has been eating nonstop ever since her husband's suicide, and the floor
beneath her TV chair is threatening to cave in. Gilbert's long-suffering older sister, Amy, still mourns the death of Elvis, and his knockout
younger sister has become hooked on makeup, boys, and Jesus -- in that order. But the biggest event on the horizon for all the Grapes is the
eighteenth birthday of Gilbert's younger brother, Arnie, who is a living miracle just for having survived so long. As the Grapes gather in
Endora, a mysterious beauty glides through town on a bicycle and rides circles around Gilbert, until he begins to see a new vision of his
family and himself.... With this wry portrait of small-town Iowa -- and a young man's life at the crossroads -- Peter Hedges created a classic
American novel "charged with sardonic intelligence" (Washington Post Book World).
Struggling with his ex-wife's imminent marriage to a nice guy and his Princeton-bound daughter's unplanned pregnancy, a bewildered Silver
tackles difficult family dynamics and refuses to undergo a life-saving operation. By the author of the best-selling This Is Where I Leave You.
Reprint.

NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A thrilling tale of betrayal and revenge set against the
nineteenth-century American frontier, the astonishing story of real-life trapper and frontiersman Hugh Glass The year is 1823, and
the trappers of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company live a brutal frontier life. Hugh Glass is among the company’s finest men, an
experienced frontiersman and an expert tracker. But when a scouting mission puts him face-to-face with a grizzly bear, he is
viciously mauled and not expected to survive. Two company men are dispatched to stay behind and tend to Glass before he dies.
When the men abandon him instead, Glass is driven to survive by one desire: revenge. With shocking grit and determination,
Glass sets out, crawling at first, across hundreds of miles of uncharted American frontier. Based on a true story, The Revenant is a
remarkable tale of obsession, the human will stretched to its limits, and the lengths that one man will go to for retribution.
This book provides a backstage pass to some of the most famous sets in film history through the stunning photographs of
acclaimed documentary photographer, Mary Ellen Mark. Over the last forty years, Mark has been given unprecedented access
behind the scenes to make beautiful, candid pictures of actors and actresses, as well as some of the world's most celebrated
directors. Mark's fascinating photographs provide a rare glimpse of these artists in unguarded moments - between take, in
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rehearsal, and during filming. They offer insight into the making of legendary productions. A range of high-profile film industry
figures have also contributed their own anecdotes about the world of film-making to complete this exciting portrait of life "seen
behind the scene."
After being diagnosed at nineteen with tuberculosis in 1919, a young woman is sent to a sanitarium, where she rediscovers the
pleasures of unfettered youth and falls in love with a doomed man, in a novel that follows the lives of two women of two very
different generations. Reprint.
Guides the serious Christian moviegoer into theological conversation with the movies. This second edition cites an additional 200
movies and includes new film photos.
In this stunning coming-of-age novel, award-winner Miriam Toews balances grief and hope in the voice of a witty, beleaguered
teenager whose family is shattered by fundamentalist Christianity "Half of our family, the better–looking half, is missing," Nomi
Nickel tells us at the beginning of A Complicated Kindness. Left alone with her sad, peculiar father, her days are spent piecing
together why her mother and sister have disappeared and contemplating her inevitable career at Happy Family Farms, a chicken
slaughterhouse on the outskirts of East Village. Not the East Village in New York City where Nomi would prefer to live, but an
oppressive town founded by Mennonites on the cold, flat plains of Manitoba, Canada. This darkly funny novel is the world
according to the unforgettable Nomi, a bewildered and wry sixteen–year–old trapped in a town governed by fundamentalist religion
and in the shattered remains of a family it destroyed. In Nomi's droll, refreshing voice, we're told the story of an eccentric, loving
family that falls apart as each member lands on a collision course with the only community any of them have ever known. A work
of fierce humor and tragedy by a writer who has taken the American market by storm, this searing, tender, comic testament to
family love will break your heart.
Intense, powerful, and compelling, Matterhorn is an epic war novel in the tradition of Norman Mailer’s The Naked and the Dead
and James Jones’s The Thin Red Line. It is the timeless story of a young Marine lieutenant, Waino Mellas, and his comrades in
Bravo Company, who are dropped into the mountain jungle of Vietnam as boys and forced to fight their way into manhood.
Standing in their way are not merely the North Vietnamese but also monsoon rain and mud, leeches and tigers, disease and
malnutrition. Almost as daunting, it turns out, are the obstacles they discover between each other: racial tension, competing
ambitions, and duplicitous superior officers. But when the company finds itself surrounded and outnumbered by a massive enemy
regiment, the Marines are thrust into the raw and all-consuming terror of combat. The experience will change them forever. Written
by a highly decorated Marine veteran over the course of thirty years, Matterhorn is a spellbinding and unforgettable novel that
brings to life an entire world—both its horrors and its thrills—and seems destined to become a classic of combat literature.
His wealth was legendary. His passions were bizarre. Now, the truth about the money, the madness, and the man behind the
enigma. Howard Hughes is one of the best known and least understood men of our times--famed for his wealth, his daring, and his
descent into madness. Bestselling biographer Charles Higham goes beyond the enigma to reveal the incredible private life of
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Howard Hughes: * his romances with the great stars of Hollywood--Katharine Hepburn, Bette Davis, Cary Grant, Tyrone Power,
and numerous others * his forays into sadomasochism * his involvement with Richard Nixon and Watergate * his bizarre final years
This is a compelling portrait of a unique American figure--in a story as revealing as it is unforgettable.
Screenplay, revised primarily in April, through June 2001.

Libby Kelting had always felt herself born out of time. No wonder the historical romance-reading, Jane Austen-adaptationwatching, all-around history nerd jumped at the chance to intern at Camden Harbor, Maine’s Oldest Living History
Museum. But at Camden Harbor Libby’s just plain out of place, no matter how cute she looks in a corset. Her cat-loving
coworker wants her dead, the too-smart-for-his-own-good local reporter keeps pushing her buttons, her gorgeous sailor
may be more shipwreck than dreamboat — plus Camden Harbor’s haunted. Over the course of one unforgettable
summer, Libby learns that boys, like ghosts, aren’t always what they seem.
Chronicles the rollicking misadventures of Forrest Gump, an idiot savant college football player whose mathematical
genius does not prevent his flunking out and who finds himself drafted for Vietnam.
“All the sun and magic of Africa are baked into Gaile Parkin’s debut novel. . . . We peek into a warm and practical
community as colorful as [the heroine’s] dazzling confections.”—The Christian Science Monitor This soaring novel
introduces us to Angel Tungaraza: mother, cake baker, pillar of her community, keeper of secrets big and small. Angel’s
kitchen is an oasis in the heart of Rwanda, where visitors stop to order cakes but end up sharing their stories,
transforming their lives, leaving with new hope. In this vibrant, powerful setting, unexpected things are beginning to
happen: A most unusual wedding is planned, a heartbreaking mystery involving Angel’s own family unravels, and
extraordinary connections are made—as a chain of events unfolds that will change Angel’s life and the lives of those
around her in the most astonishing ways. BONUS: This edition contains a Baking Cakes in Kigali discussion guide.
Praise for Baking Cakes in Kigali “Everyone needs a neighbor like Angel Tungaraza . . . whose warmth and coolheaded
cleverness might remind some readers of Precious Ramotswe from the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series.”—Entertainment Weekly “Remarkable . . . a powerful, thought-provoking work . . . filled with heartbreak but also
with hope.”—Fort Worth Star-Telegram “Sweet and satisfying . . . gently draws readers into the daily rhythms of African
life . . . Compassion and wisdom light up each page.”—Ventura County Star “Will leave you feeling well satisfied.”—O:
The Oprah Magazine (South Africa)
West's first novel, it presents a young man's immature and cynical search for meaning in a series of dreamlike
encounters inside the entrails of the Trojan Horse. Balso, the protagonist, comes across the Trojan Horse in the tall grass
around Troy and promptly seeks a way to get in: 'the mouth was beyond his reach, the navel provided a cul-de-sac, and
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so, forgetting his dignity, he approached the last. O Anus Mirabilis!'
This irresistible collection of stories brilliantly skewers the close-to-rich and not-so-famous of 21st century America. With
keen yet kind perspective, Kaltman revels in the triumphs and travails of misfit trophy wives, psychic hotel maids, jilted
bridegrooms, showtune-singing security guards, and assorted other oddballs. Always balancing her sharp eye with a soft
heart, Kaltman ensures that this collection isn't just funny, but memorable and lovable as well.
A hard-boiled detective tale full of talking animals and murder, from the award-winning author of Motherless Brooklyn and
The Arrest. Gumshoe Conrad Metcalf has problems—there's a rabbit in his waiting room and a trigger-happy kangaroo on
his tail. Near-future Oakland is a brave new world where evolved animals are members of society, the police monitor
citizens by their karma levels, and mind-numbing drugs such as Forgettol and Acceptol are all the rage. Mixing elements
of sci-fi, noir, and mystery, this clever first novel from a beloved author is a wry, funny, and satiric look at all that the
future may hold. Metcalf has been shadowing Celeste, the wife of an affluent doctor. Perhaps he's falling a little in love
with her at the same time. When the doctor turns up dead, our amiable investigator finds himself caught in a crossfire
between the boys from the Inquisitor's Office and gangsters who operate out of the back room of a bar called the Fickle
Muse. Newsweek“Marries Chandler's style and Philip K. Dick's vision.”— “Marvelous…Stylish, intelligent, darkly
humorous, and highly readable entertainment.”—San Francisco Examiner
Tim Welch is a popular history teacher at the Montague Academy, an exclusive private school in Brooklyn Heights. As he
says, "I was an odd-looking, gawky kid but I like to think my rocky start forced me to develop empathy, kindness, and a
tendency to be enthusiastic. All of this, I'm now convinced, helped in my quest to be worthy of Kate Oliver." Now, Kate is
not inherently ordinary. But she aspires to be. She stays home with their two young sons in a modest apartment trying
desperately to become the parent she never had. They are seemingly the last middle-class family in the Heights, whose
world is turned upside down by Anna Brody, the new neighbor who moves into the most expensive brownstone in
Brooklyn, sending the local society into a tailspin. Anna is not only beautiful and wealthy; she's also mysterious. And for
reasons Kate doesn't quite understand, even as all the Range Rover- driving moms jockey for invitations into Anna's
circle, Anna sets her sights on Kate and Tim and brings them into her world. Like Tom Perrotta, Peter Hedges has a keen
eye for the surprising truths of daily life. The Heights is at once light of touch and packed with emotion and depth of
character. Watch a Video
In Means of Ascent, Book Two of The Years of Lyndon Johnson, Robert A. Caro brings alive Lyndon Johnson in his
wilderness years. Here, Johnson’s almost mythic personality—part genius, part behemoth, at once hotly emotional and
icily calculating—is seen at its most nakedly ambitious. This multifaceted book carries the President-to-be from the
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aftermath of his devastating defeat in his 1941 campaign for the Senate-the despair it engendered in him, and the
grueling test of his spirit that followed as political doors slammed shut-through his service in World War II (and his artful
embellishment of his record) to the foundation of his fortune (and the actual facts behind the myth he created about it).
The culminating drama—the explosive heart of the book—is Caro’s illumination, based on extraordinarily detailed
investigation, of one of the great political mysteries of the century. Having immersed himself in Johnson’s life and world,
Caro is able to reveal the true story of the fiercely contested 1948 senatorial election, for years shrouded in rumor, which
Johnson was not believed capable of winning, which he “had to” win or face certain political death, and which he did winby 87 votes, the “87 votes that changed history.” Telling that epic story “in riveting and eye-opening detail,” Caro returns
to the American consciousness a magnificent lost hero. He focuses closely not only on Johnson, whom we see
harnessing every last particle of his strategic brilliance and energy, but on Johnson’s “unbeatable” opponent, the
beloved former Texas Governor Coke Stevenson, who embodied in his own life the myth of the cowboy knight and was
himself a legend for his unfaltering integrity. And ultimately, as the political duel between the two men quickens—carrying
with it all the confrontational and moral drama of the perfect Western—Caro makes us witness to a momentous turning
point in American politics: the tragic last stand of the old politics versus the new—the politics of issue versus the politics of
image, mass manipulation, money and electronic dazzle.
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