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First Civilizations is the second edition of a popular student text first published in 1996 in
Montreal by Les Editions Champ Fleury. This much updated and expanded edition provides an
introductory overview of the civilizations of ancient Mesopotamia and ancient Egypt. It was
conceived primarily for students who have little or no knowledge of ancient history or
archaeology. The book begins with the role of history and archaeology in understanding the
past, and continues with the origins of agriculture and the formation of the Sumerian city-states
in Mesopotamia. Three subsequent chapters concentrate on Assyrian and Babylonian history
and culture. The second half of the book focuses on Egypt, begining with the physical
environment of the Nile, the formation of the Egyptian state and the Old Kingdom. Subsequent
chapters discuss the Middle Kingdom, the Hyksos period, and the 18th Dynasty, with space
devoted to Hatshepsut, Akhenaten, the Ramesside period. The text ends with the Persian
conquest of Mesopotamia and Egypt. First Civilizations also contains sections on astronomy,
medicine, architecture, eschatology, religion, burial practices and mummification, and
discusses the myths of Gilgamesh, Isis and Osiris. Each chapter has a basic bibliography
which emphasizes English language encyclopedias, books and journals specializing in the
ancient Near East.
Discusses influences on the rise of the Egyptian civilization; the Pharaoh, the royal family, and
religion; accomplishments in writing, medicine, and art; the pyramids; the decline of the empire;
and ancient Egypts's legacy.
From the intriguing world of pharaohs in Ancient Egypt, to the arts of Greece and Rome, to the
amazing culture of the Mayans, Eyewitness: Ancient Civilizations looks at the world's most
intriguing societies and the legacies they left behind. The most trusted nonfiction series on the
market, Eyewitness Books provide an in-depth, comprehensive look at their subjects with a
unique integration of words and pictures.
This book includes activities for seven civilizations of the ancient world.
A leading historian and bestselling author re-creates the growth, decline, and legacy of 3,000
Years of Egyptian civilization with an authoritative text splendidly illustrated with 150
illustrations in full color. Ancient Egypt, with its legacy of pyramids, pharaohs and sphinxes, is a
land of power and mystery to the modern world. In The Civilization of Ancient Egypt Paul
Johnson explores the growth and decline of a culture that survived for 3,000 years and
maintained a purity of style that rivals all others. Johnson's study looks in detail at the state,
religion, culture and geographical setting and how they combined in this unusually enduring
civilization. From the beginning of Egyptian culture to the rediscovery of the pharaohs, the
book covers the totalitarian theocracy, the empire of the Nile, the structure of dynastic Egypt,
the dynastic way of death, hieroglyphs, the anatomy of perspective art and, finally, the decline
and fall of the pharaohs, Johnson seeks, through an exciting combination of images and
analysis, to discover the causes behind the collapse of this, great civilization while celebrating
the extra-ordinary legacy it has left behind. Paul Johnson on Ancient Egypt and the Egyptians
"Egypt was not only the first state, it was the first country.... The durability of the state which
thus evolved was ensured by the overwhelming simplicity and power of its central institution,
the theocratic monarchy." "The Egyptians did not share the Babylonian passion for astrology,
but they used the stars as one of many guides to behavior. No Egyptian believed in a free
exercise of will in important decisions: he always looked for an omen or a prophecy or an
oracle." "The development of hieroglyphics mirrors and epitomizes the history of Egyptian
civilization. . . . No one outside Egypt understood it and even within Egypt it was the exclusive
working tool of the ruling and priestly classes. The great mass of Egyptians were condemned
to illiteracy by the complexities (and also the beauties) of the Egyptian written language." "The
affection the Egyptians were not. ashamed to display towards their children was related to the
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high status women enjoyed in Egyptian society." "If we can understand Egyptian art we can go
a long way towards grasping the very spirit and outlook on life, of this gifted people, so remote
in time. The dynamic of their civilization seems to have been a passionate love of order (maat
to them), by which they sought to give to human activities and creations the same regularity as
their landscape, their great river, their sun-cycle and their immutable seasons."
When we think of Ancient Egypt we think of the great pyramids, the Sphinx, Egyptian gods and
the great myths...but what influenced this great civilization to create and live as they did? This
book provides a unique insight into how ancient Egypt's fascination with death and the afterlife
shaped Egypt's great architecture, beliefs, and ultimate influence on world civilization.
Understand the state of mind and belief system of this great ancient civilization Unlike other
books on the subject, this book digs deeper and explores the real influence behind the
Egyptian way of life, from the use of mummies to worshiping their gods and aims to provide a
clearer understanding of the mindset of the Egyptians at that time in history. What were the
mysteries and myths of ancient Egypt? Discover the faith structure that incorporated Egyptians
gods. Understand their purposes and the reason why these deities occupied the daily lives of
the Egyptians. Deities such as; Anubis, Horus, Sobek, Isis and Osiris Read about Egyptian
architecture. Understand the story of the Great Pyramids, Sphinx and valley of the kings, the
Pharoahs responsible for commissioning these magnificent structures and how modern day
man had interpreted what was found. What impact did Ancient Egypt have on modern day
civilization? Learn how Egyptian beliefs had a bearing on Judaism and Christianity, the
similarities in faith and the resulting legacy that was formed. This book is an unparalleled look
at ancient Egypt, unmatched in its viewpoint and attempts to unearth the wonders of this Era!
The Great Pyramid of Giza, built approximately in 2580 BC, stands testimony to the greatness
of the ancient Egyptian civilization. The people of ancient Egypt were not only skilful builders
but were also deeply interested in science, mathematics, medicine, and technology! Discover
the green lessons that they have left behind in this book, where Teri, our guide to the past,
travels to ancient Egypt.
In 1177 B.C., marauding groups known only as the "Sea Peoples" invaded Egypt. The
pharaoh's army and navy managed to defeat them, but the victory so weakened Egypt that it
soon slid into decline, as did most of the surrounding civilizations. After centuries of brilliance,
the civilized world of the Bronze Age came to an abrupt and cataclysmic end. Kingdoms fell
like dominoes over the course of just a few decades. No more Minoans or Mycenaeans. No
more Trojans, Hittites, or Babylonians. The thriving economy and cultures of the late second
millennium B.C., which had stretched from Greece to Egypt and Mesopotamia, suddenly
ceased to exist, along with writing systems, technology, and monumental architecture. But the
Sea Peoples alone could not have caused such widespread breakdown. How did it happen? In
this major new account of the causes of this "First Dark Ages," Eric Cline tells the gripping
story of how the end was brought about by multiple interconnected failures, ranging from
invasion and revolt to earthquakes, drought, and the cutting of international trade routes.
Bringing to life the vibrant multicultural world of these great civilizations, he draws a sweeping
panorama of the empires and globalized peoples of the Late Bronze Age and shows that it was
their very interdependence that hastened their dramatic collapse and ushered in a dark age
that lasted centuries. A compelling combination of narrative and the latest scholarship, 1177
B.C. sheds new light on the complex ties that gave rise to, and ultimately destroyed, the
flourishing civilizations of the Late Bronze Age—and that set the stage for the emergence of
classical Greece.

This book examines the interplay between astronomy and dynastic power in the course
of ancient Egyptian history, focusing on the fundamental role of astronomy in the
creation of the pyramids and the monumental temple and burial complexes. Bringing to
bear the analytical tools of archaeoastronomy, a set of techniques and methods that
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enable modern scholars to better understand the thought, religion and science of early
civilizations, Giulio Magli provides in-depth analyses of the pyramid complexes at Giza,
Abusir, Saqqara and Dahshur, as well as of the Early Dynastic necropolis at Abydos
and the magnificent new Kingdom Theban temples. Using a variety of data retrieved
from study of the sky and measurements of the buildings, he reconstructs the visual,
symbolic and spiritual world of the ancient Egyptians and thereby establishes an
intimate relationship among celestial cycles, topography and architecture. He also
shows how they were deployed in the ideology of the pharaoh's power in the course of
Egyptian history.
The titulary of the ancient Egyptian king was one of the symbols of authority he
assumed at his coronation. At first consisting only of the Horus name, the titulary grew
to include other phrases chosen to represent the king’s special relationship with the
divine world. By the Middle Kingdom (late twenty-first century B.C.E.), the full fivefold
titulary was clearly established, and kings henceforth used all five names regularly. This
volume includes all rulers’ names from the so-called Dynasty 0 (ca. 3200 B.C.E.) to the
last Ptolemaic ruler in the late first century B.C.E., offered in transliteration and English
translation with an introduction and notes.
Looks at the ancient civilizations of Egypt, Greece, Rome, China, India, the Americas,
and Mesopotamia and discusses the achievements and culture of each.
This book focuses on the development of Egypt in its formative phase, from ca. 5200
BC, when Egyptians first began farming wheat and barley, until 2160 BC, as Egypt's
central government weakened and appears to have fallen into disorder. Robert Wenke
examines the cycle of ancient Egypt's development by analyzing Egyptological,
anthropological, and other forms of evidence.
The Oxford History of Ancient Egypt describes the emergence and development of the
distinctive civilization of the ancient Egyptians, from their prehistoric origins to their
conquest by the Persians, Greeks, and Romans. Included are the most detailed
examinations of the three so-called 'intermediate periods' in Egyptian history, which
were previously regarded as 'dark ages' but are now beginning to be better understood.
In this new paperback edition of Early Civilizations of the Old World, Charles Keith
Maisels traces the development of some of the earliest and key civilizations in history.
In each case the ecological and economic background to growth, geographical factors,
cross-cultural intersection and the rise of urbanism are examined, explaining how
particular forms of social structure and cultural interaction developed from before the
Neolithic period to the time of the first civilizations in each area. This volume challenges
the traditional assumption of a band-tribe-chiefdom-state sequence and instead
demonstrates that large complex societies can flourish without social classes and the
state, as dramatically shown by the Indus civilization. Such features as the use of
Childe's urban revolution theory as a means of comparison for each emerging
civilization and the discussion of the emergence of archaeology as a scientific
discipline, make Early Civilizations of the Old World a valuable, innovative and
stimulating work.
Although they existed more than a millennium apart, the great civilizations of New
Kingdom Egypt (ca. 1548-1086 BCE) and Han dynasty China (206 BCE-220 CE)
shared intriguing similarities. Both were centered around major, flood-prone rivers--the
Nile and the Yellow River--and established complex hydraulic systems to manage their
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power. Both spread their territories across vast empires that were controlled through
warfare and diplomacy and underwent periods of radical reform led by charismatic
rulers--the "heretic king" Akhenaten and the vilified reformer Wang Mang. Universal
justice was dispensed through courts, and each empire was administered by
bureaucracies staffed by highly trained scribes who held special status. Egypt and
China each developed elaborate conceptions of an afterlife world and created games of
fate that facilitated access to these realms. This groundbreaking volume offers an
innovative comparison of these two civilizations. Through a combination of textual, art
historical, and archaeological analyses, Ancient Egypt and Early China reveals shared
structural traits of each civilization as well as distinctive features.
Travel back in time with this picture-led guide and explore the magnificent monuments
and fabulous tombs of ancient Egypt. This book takes you through the history of one of
the world's most extraordinary civilizations. You will venture inside pyramids and gaze
upon the faces of mummies, come face-to-face with pharaohs such as Rameses the
Great and Tutankhamun and sail down the Nile to the fabulous cities of Memphis and
Thebes. Eyewitness Ancient Egypt brings the rich and powerful Eyptian kingdoms back
to life in all their glory. This museum in a book uses striking full-colour photographs and
illustrations of awe-inspiring tombs, crumbling papyruses, cryptic hieroglyphics,
glittering jewellery and much more along with amazing facts, infographics, statistics,
and timelines to reveal this civilization's secrets as never before. Part of DK's bestselling Eyewitness series, which is now getting an exciting makeover, this popular title
has been reinvigorated for the next generation of information-seekers and stay-at-home
explorers, with a fresh new look, new photographs, updated information, and a new
"eyewitness feature - fascinating first-hand accounts from experts in the field.
The land of pyramids and sphinxes, pharaohs and goddesses, Egypt has been a
source of awe and fascination from the time of the ancient Greeks to the twenty-first
century. In Egyptomania, Ronald H. Fritze takes us on a historical journey to unearth
the Egypt of the past, a place inhabited by strange gods, powerful magic, spell-binding
hieroglyphs, and the uncanny, mummified remains of ancient people. Walking among
monumental obelisks and through the dark corridors of long-sealed tombs, he reveals a
long-standing fascination with an Egypt of incredible wonder and mystery. As Fritze
shows, Egypt has exerted a powerful force on our imagination. Medieval Christians
considered it a holy land with many connections to biblical lore, while medieval Muslims
were intrigued by its towering monuments, esoteric sciences, and hidden treasures.
People of the Renaissance sought Hermes Trismegistus as the ancient originator of
astrology, alchemy, and magic, and those of the Baroque pondered the ciphers of the
hieroglyphs. Even the ever-practical Napoleon was enchanted by it, setting out in a
costly campaign to walk in the footsteps of Alexander the Great through its valleys, by
then considered the cradle of Western civilization. And of course the modern era is one
still susceptible to the lure of undiscovered tombs and the curses of pharaohs cast on
covetous archeologists. Raising ancient Egyptian art and architecture into the light of
succeeding history, Fritze offers a portrait of an ancient place and culture that has
remained alive through millennia, influencing everything from religion to philosophy to
literature to science to popular culture.
This unique volume provides the reader with an outline of ancient Egyptian civilization,
history and culture. It reviews the ancient Egyptian understanding of human health and
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disease, medical and herbal treatments for various conditions based on primary
sources found in ancient papyri. The reader will also gain an insight into the influence of
ancient Egyptian medical knowledge on later civilizations including ancient Greek and
Islamic scholars in the middle ages. There are two chapters that focus on the ancient
Egyptian understanding and treatments of cardiovascular disease as well as a
description of herbal medicines used by medical practitioners and pharmacologists. Key
Features: Describes influence of ancient Egyptian medical and pharmaceutical
knowledge of subsequent civilizations Explores ancient Egyptian pharmacology and
herbal medicine Review of the most significant ancient Egyptian papyri documenting
medical knowledge and practice Concise overview of ancient Egyptian history, culture,
medical knowledge Summary of ancient Egyptian understanding of cardiovascular
diseases and treatments
The great civilizations of the distant past never cease to impress us with their
spectacular achievements. Ideas, writings, and works of art speak to us across tracts of
time with an amazing freshness of imagination and workmanship. This book presents a
vivid, multi-faceted portrait of these achievements, set within their historical context and
embracing a global coverage, which includes ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece,
Rome, India, China and Pre-Columbian America. The Ancient World is the most
accessible guide yet produced to the spiritual, cultural, technological, and artistic
innovation that was a hallmark of these complex and fascinating societies. Organized
chronologically, the text places special emphasis on the evidence still remaining.
Detailed coverage is given to symbols, sacred texts, religious ceremonies, gods and
goddesses, visions of the cosmos, and sacred sites - from the temple of Karnak and the
Valley of the Kings to the sweeping majesty of the Great Wall of China. Sample entries
include: Sumer and Akkad - the first civilizations along the Indus Valley of
Mesopotamia; Egypt - from the pre-dynastic 'Scorpion King' to the Old Kingdom
Pyramid Age to the glories of the New Kingdom; Minoan/Mycenean civilization - the first
city states; the legend of Atlantis; Roman Republic - rise of Rome; wars with Carthage;
golden age of the Republic; Parthian Empire - the Hellenistic counterweight to Roman
expansion in the East; Qin Dynasty - unification of China and beginning of Imperial
China; Mahajanapadas - the 'Great Kingdoms' of India; Inca Empire, Machu Picchu, El
Dorado.
*Includes pictures *Includes Ancient Egyptian accounts of the era *Includes online
resources and a bibliography for further reading Africa may have given rise to the first
human beings, and Egypt probably gave rise to the first great civilizations, which
continue to fascinate modern societies across the globe nearly 5,000 years later. From
the Library and Lighthouse of Alexandria to the Great Pyramid at Giza, the Ancient
Egyptians produced several wonders of the world, revolutionized architecture and
construction, created some of the world's first systems of mathematics and medicine,
and established language and art that spread across the known world. With worldfamous leaders like King Tut and Cleopatra, it's no wonder that today's world has so
many Egyptologists. What makes the accomplishments of the Ancient Egyptians all the
more remarkable is that Egypt was historically a place of great political turbulence. Its
position made it both valuable and vulnerable to tribes across the Mediterranean and
the Middle East, and Ancient Egypt had no shortage of its own internecine warfare. Its
most famous conquerors would come from Europe, with Alexander the Great laying the
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groundwork for the Hellenic Ptolemy line and the Romans extinguishing that line after
defeating Cleopatra and driving her to suicide. Perhaps the most intriguing aspect of
ancient Egyptian civilization was its inception from the ground up, as the ancient
Egyptians had no prior civilization which they could use as a template. In fact, ancient
Egypt itself became a template for the civilizations that followed. The Greeks and the
Romans were so impressed with Egyptian culture that they often attributed many
attributes of their own culture - usually erroneously - to the Egyptians. With that said,
some minor elements of ancient Egyptian culture were, indeed, passed on to later
civilizations. Egyptian statuary appears to have had an initial influence on the Greek
version, and the ancient Egyptian language continued long after the pharaonic period in
the form of the Coptic language. Although the Egyptians may not have passed their
civilization directly on to later peoples, the key elements that comprised Egyptian
civilization - their religion, early ideas of state, and art and architecture - can be seen in
other pre-modern civilizations. For instance, civilizations far separated in time and
space - such as China and Mesoamerica - possessed key elements that were similar to
those found in ancient Egypt. Indeed, since Egyptian civilization represented some
fundamental human concepts, a study of their culture can be useful when trying to
understand many other pre-modern cultures. Despite not having great physical
monuments compared to previous and later periods in pharaonic history, however, the
Middle Kingdom is the period in Egyptian history when many aspects of Egyptian
culture reached their heights. Modern scholars point to the numerous texts written
during the Middle Kingdom, especially fictional prose, as examples of the period's
greatness. These same scholars also correctly point out that examples of Middle
Kingdom literature are not as accessible to the general public, especially in the original
language, and therefore are often overlooked by television documentaries and popular
publications. Apart from the advances made in literature, some of the greatest Egyptian
sculptures produced in pharaonic history come from the Middle Kingdom. In addition,
the Egyptian empire that is today associated with the New Kingdom actually began with
the great kings of the Middle Kingdom. The Middle Kingdom of Ancient Egypt: The
History and Legacy of the Reunification of Egypt and Egyptian Civilization chronicles
the tumultuous history of the Eleventh Dynasty and Twelfth Dynasty. Along with
pictures depicting important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Middle
Kingdom like never before.
A panoramic view of life in the ancient Nile valley examines the activities, lifestyle, and
culture of each stratum of Egyptian society from pharaoh to slave
Ancient Egypt is a beautifully illustrated, easy-to-read book covering the formative era
of the Egyptian civilization: the age before the pyramids. Douglas Brewer shows why an
awareness of the earliest phase of Egyptian history is crucial to understanding of later
Egyptian culture. Beginning with a quick review of the fields of Egyptology and
archaeology, Ancient Egypt takes the reader on a compelling survey of Egypt's
prehistoric past. The books tours the Nile Valley to explore its impact on all aspects of
life, from day-to-day living to regional politics, and introduces the reader to the Nile
Valley's earliest inhabitants and the very first "Egyptians".
During the 18th-16th centuries BC, from the late Middle Kingdom to the early New
Kingdom, pharaonic Egypt went through a period of great political and cultural change.
Kings came and went at unprecedented speed, saw their power reduced, and failed to
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keep the land under one sceptre. In the eastern Nile Delta, a community of Asiatic
origin proclaimed its own rulers, known later as the Hyksos, who ultimately controlled
the entire northern half of Egypt. Kings at Thebes maintained a fragile independence,
then went to war and defeated the Hyksos, restoring national unity. Ongoing fieldwork
and research have thrown new light on all stages and aspects of this fascinating era.
This volume, resulting from an international colloquium at The British Museum,
assembles work of prime importance from leading scholars in the field, and will long be
a major source of reference for researchers as well as the interested layman.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “Magisterial . . . [A] rich portrait of ancient
Egypt’s complex evolution over the course of three millenniums.”—Los Angeles Times
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post •
Publishers Weekly In this landmark volume, one of the world’s most renowned
Egyptologists tells the epic story of this great civilization, from its birth as the first nationstate to its absorption into the Roman Empire. Drawing upon forty years of
archaeological research, award-winning scholar Toby Wilkinson takes us inside a tribal
society with a pre-monetary economy and decadent, divine kings who ruled with all-toorecognizable human emotions. Here are the legendary leaders: Akhenaten, the “heretic
king,” who with his wife Nefertiti brought about a revolution with a bold new religion;
Tutankhamun, whose dazzling tomb would remain hidden for three millennia; and
eleven pharaohs called Ramesses, the last of whom presided over the militarism,
lawlessness, and corruption that caused a political and societal decline. Filled with new
information and unique interpretations, The Rise and Fall of Ancient Egypt is a riveting
and revelatory work of wild drama, bold spectacle, unforgettable characters, and
sweeping history. “With a literary flair and a sense for a story well told, Mr. Wilkinson
offers a highly readable, factually up-to-date account.”—The Wall Street Journal
“[Wilkinson] writes with considerable verve. . . . [He] is nimble at conveying the
sumptuous pageantry and cultural sophistication of pharaonic Egypt.”—The New York
Times

For thousands of years, ancient Egypt has echoed around the world. This full
colour paperback is the catalogue of a current exhibition at the Yale Peabody
Museum. The exhibition takes you on a journey through two thousand years of
fascination with ancient Egypt, the land of the pharaohs. Visitors will discover
how a culture that flourished thousands of years ago has impacted on our own
world. Echoes of ancient Egypt appear in art, architecture, and literature around
the world from ancient Africa to medieval Europe and the Middle East, to modern
North America. Full colour companion guide to the exhibition of the same name
at the Yale Peabody Museum in New Haven, CT, running from now until January
2014.
A wealth of information on ancient Egypt.
"What was it like to live in ancient Egypt? Ancient Civilizations: Egyptians! With
25 Social Studies Projects for Kids combines hands-on STEAM projects with
riddles, jokes, fascinating facts, comic strips, essential questions, and links to
online resources to encourage kids to develop an understanding of how this
ancient civilization contributes to our modern world"--Provided by publisher.
First published in the 1940s and widely condemned as obscene, The Egyptian
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outsold every other American novel published that same year, and remains a
classic; readers worldwide have testified to its life-changing power. It is a fullbodied re-creation of a largely forgotten era in the world’s history: an Egypt when
pharaohs contended with the near-collapse of history’s greatest empire. This
epic tale encompasses the whole of the then-known world, from Babylon to
Crete, from Thebes to Jerusalem, while centering around one unforgettable
figure: Sinuhe, a man of mysterious origins who rises from the depths of
degradation to get close to the Pharoah...
The Ancient Civilizations That Shaped Our Modern World! Update: 4th Edition on
April 28, 2016 - With Added Content! Get it Now Before the Price Increases!
READ FREE WITH KINDLE UNLIMITED BONUS RIGHT AFTER THE
CONCLUSION ACT NOW BEFORE GONE! A look into our roots "The Romans.
The Greeks. The Aztecs & much more" These are the people who paved the way
for the life that we know and love today. It is through their accomplishments that
we have taken an improved upon for centuries to bring our modern lifestyles to
life Each of these ancient groups contributed to our understanding of the world
around us and still today have manage to invoke a sense of awe and power.
Here's just a few thing you'll learn about: . The Rise and Fall of the Roman
Empire . The influence of the emperors in Ancient China . The might of the Aztec
. The triumphs of the Greeks . and much much more! If you have ever wondered
about the civilizations of our past or wanted to know more about the origins of
civilized life as we know it, you need to start here. With "History: The Ancient
Civilizations That Defined World Histor" we open for you the key to a world of
wonder and mystery. Step inside and begin your journey today! You won't regret
buying it. Scroll up and Click Buy with One Click!"
Bongo sheds important new light on the most fascinating epoch in human history:
Ancient Egypt. In this heavily researched work, he traces the evolution of
civilization not to the Middle East, as most scholars do, but rather the South
American tribes whose cultures had greatly influenced what would become the
Land of the Pharaohs.
From Roman villas to Hollywood films, ancient Egypt has been a source of
fascination and inspiration in many other cultures. But why, exactly, has this been
the case? In this book, Christina Riggs examines the history, art, and religion of
ancient Egypt to illuminate why it has been so influential throughout the
centuries. In doing so, she shows how the ancient past has always been used to
serve contemporary purposes. Often characterized as a lost civilization that was
discovered by adventurers and archeologists, Egypt has meant many things to
many different people. Ancient Greek and Roman writers admired ancient
Egyptian philosophy, and this admiration would influence ideas about Egypt in
Renaissance Europe as well as the Arabic-speaking world. By the eighteenth
century, secret societies like the Freemasons looked to ancient Egypt as a
source of wisdom, but as modern Egypt became the focus of Western military
strategy and economic exploitation in the nineteenth and early twentieth
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centuries, its ancient remains came to be seen as exotic, primitive, or even
dangerous, tangled in the politics of racial science and archaeology. The curse of
the pharaohs or the seductiveness of Cleopatra were myths that took on new
meanings in the colonial era, while ancient Egypt also inspired modernist, anticolonial movements in the arts, such as in the Harlem Renaissance and Egyptian
Pharaonism. Today, ancient Egypt—whether through actual relics or through
cultural homage—can be found from museum galleries to tattoo parlors. Riggs
helps us understand why this “lost civilization” continues to be a touchpoint for
defining—and debating—who we are today.
Scholars in Egyptology have often debated the following question: was the
ancient Egyptian society organized along patrilineal or matrilineal lines? In taking
a fresh and innovative look at the ancient Egyptian family, Allen attempts to solve
this long-standing puzzle. Allen argues that the matrilineal nature of the ancient
Egyptian family and social organization provides us with the key to understanding
why and how ancient Egyptian women were able to rise to power, study
medicine, and enjoy basic freedoms that did not emerge in Western Civilization
until the twentieth century. More importantly, by examining the types of families
that existed in ancient Egypt along with highlighting the ancient Egyptians'
kinship terms, we can place the ancient Egyptian civilization in the cultural
context and incubator of Black Africa. This groundbreaking text is a must-read for
Historians and those working in African Studies and Egyptology.
A view into the sophisticated and highly advanced civilization that preceded the world of
the pharaohs • Presents historical evidence of the civilization ruled by the “gods” that
the Egyptians claimed preceded their own • Explains who these prehistoric people
were, what happened to them, and why they built a series of pyramids along the west
bank of the Nile River Traditional Egyptologists have long resisted the notion that the
architectural achievements of the Ancient Egyptians required the existence of a much
more sophisticated technology than would have existed at that time. Yet, no records
exist explaining how, why, or who built Egypt’s megalithic monuments and statues. The
ancient Egyptians did, however, record that their civilization resided in the shadow of a
kingdom of “gods” whose reign ended many thousands of years before their first
dynasty. What was this Civilization X that antiquity’s most accomplished people
revered as gods? The recent discovery of a large stone at one of Egypt’s oldest ruins
presents physical evidence that clearly and distinctly shows the markings of a
machining process far beyond the capabilities of the Ancient Egyptians. Likewise,
experimental modeling of the Great Pyramid’s subterranean chambers and
passageways gives scientific evidence to further support the theory that the civilization
responsible for such magnificent monuments is much older than presently believed.
Ancient Egypt 39,000 BCE examines this evidence from historical and technical points
of view, explaining who these prehistoric people were, what happened to them, why
they built their civilization out of granite, and why they built a series of pyramids along
the west bank of the Nile River.
Chronicles Egyptian civilization from the Predynastic Period to the end of Roman rule,
arranged thematically in chapters such as "Religion of the Living," "Architecture and
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Building," and "Everyday Life."
This book explores what life was really like for everyday people in Ancient Egypt. Using
primary sources and information from archeological discoveries, it uncovers some
fascinating insights and explodes some myths. Supported by timelines, maps and
references to important events and people, children will really feel they are on a timetravelling journey when reading this book.
This fully revised and updated third edition of the bestselling Ancient Egypt seeks to
identify what gave ancient Egypt its distinctive and enduring characteristics, ranging
across material culture, the mindset of its people, and social and economic factors. In
this volume, Barry J. Kemp identifies the ideas by which the Egyptians organized their
experience of the world and explains how they maintained a uniform style in their art
and architecture across three thousand years, whilst accommodating substantial
changes in outlook. The underlying aim is to relate ancient Egypt to the broader
mainstream of our understanding of how all human societies function. Source material
is taken from ancient written documents, while the book also highlights the contribution
that archaeology makes to our understanding of Egyptian culture and society. It uses
numerous case studies, illustrating them with artwork expressly prepared from
specialist sources. Broad ranging yet impressively detailed, the book is an
indispensable text for all students of ancient Egypt and for the general reader.
Covering more than four thousand years of ancient history, from the early Egyptians to
the dawn of Byzantium, an illustrated introduction to the Mediterranean's three major
civilizations examines their links and traces their influence up to the present day. UP.
Explore the entire history of the ancient Egyptian state from 3000 B.C. to 400 A.D. with
this authoritative volume The newly revised Second Edition of A History of Ancient
Egypt delivers an up-to-date survey of ancient Egypt's history from its origins to the
Roman Empire's banning of hieroglyphics in the fourth century A.D. The book covers
developments in all aspects of Egypt's history and their historical sources, considering
the social and economic life and the rich culture of ancient Egypt. Freshly updated to
take into account recent discoveries, the book makes the latest scholarship accessible
to a wide audience, including introductory undergraduate students. A History of Ancient
Egypt outlines major political and cultural events and places Egypt's history within its
regional context and detailing interactions with western Asia and Africa. Each period of
history receives equal attention and a discussion of the problems scholars face in its
study. The book offers a foundation for all students interested in Egyptian culture by
providing coverage of topics like: A thorough introduction to the formation of the
Egyptian state between the years of 3400 B.C. and 2686 B.C. An exploration of the end
of the Old Kingdom and First Intermediate period, from 2345 B.C. to 2055 B.C. An
analysis of the Second Intermediate Period and the Hyksos between 1700 B.C. and
1550 B.C. A discussion of Greek and Roman Egypt between 332 B.C. and A.D. 395.
Perfect for students of introductory courses in ancient Egyptian history and as
background material for students of courses in Egyptian art, archaeology, and culture,
A History of Ancient Egypt will also earn a place in the libraries of students taking
surveys of the ancient world and those seeking a companion volume to A History of the
Ancient Near East.
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